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DAWN BREAKS ON THE BATTLE AGAIN 


with a magical sword and the help of 


agical sv a 
must weed out the darkness, purify t 
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Im are The Darkness: 
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6 GAME INFORMER 


Cryptic Studios chief creative officer 
Jack Emmert shares his thoughts on 
the future of massively multiplayer 
gaming and what it feels like to 
compete with World of Warcraft 


CALENDAR 
Get hip to this month's happenings 
PREVIEWS 
Get the latest on Forza 
2, Warhawk, Manhunt 2, and the 
revival of Stuntman on next-gen 
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THIS MAN LOVES SHEEP. 


KEEPZ 
CLEAN. 


JRED. 
ZONE) 


HYOROWASH F 
HDUY WASH 


ci 


nn . 


STAF F People Who Actually Get Paid To Play Video Games 
THREE MILLION 


GAMERS CAN'T 
BE WRONG 


ANDY McNAMARA 


ae 
, Randomly 


еоріе ) Current Favorite 


War Il, Е 


muc 
nkfully, regui 
o longer our charge 


ture. This lets us do more 


and find 


aming now and for 


As of this iss 
3 million gam 
е, that's th 
ond by a wide margir 
1 story in 
nd Theft Auto IV 
n th 
work H 


vhat the Internet 


Expertise 
Interests 


Dislikes 
Current Favorite Games à 


GAMEINFOR 


а МАҮ 2007 
lume XVII * Number 5 » . 
ш 


PUBLISHER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
А Namara 


EDITORS 


Executive Editor Andrew Remar 


Senior Editor Matt Н; 


GAME INFORMER ONUNE 


| —Wanaging Onine Editor 


CIRCULATION 
CUSTOMER SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


Free: 1 (866) 844-GAME (4263) 


< (612) 4868101 
Customerserviced gamelntormet com 


Circulation Manager 


RATING PENDING IR 
Visit www.esrb.org 


for updated rating 
information. W 


www-sêga.com/aliensyndrome! 


SEGA 


www.sega.com 


GAMES 


Ø Playstation. e 


hack /G. U. 


м ДИС 


2 INTENSE REAL TIME FIGHTING CUSTOMIZABLE WEAPONS ANO 
IN STORES MAY 2007 AN EPIC, ORIGINAL STORYLINE 
CHECK OUT WWW.GAMEINFORMER.COM/HACKSWEEPS 


FOR INFO ON THE .HACK SWEEPSTAKES! 


WATCH THE NEW amima 


ehack/Roots 
agr ВЫ 
PlayStation. е 


MAA GANDY бол age a э rad o AMICO SANDAL Радна and быды ty OD 
A of WANED RANDAL, Used nts заза em АЙС) ЗАЙДА. Ad agis esame 597 


— — — 


ма® 1760 & © 2008 e LANDAL © NOS AAV BANDU Gaus x амай and Бозам abe based o UY ЗАЛДА! Gases Замка. 
BANDAI Gunes Amanco be back and waid (hac es uams. ges danaw kunca, dian and albus mages cosas a Wa род) эм Фа ASA RU 
and Me PS Кым одо уч ъд оно айша» al S (puk Каенана he The тама; cva û э pied Wend a the {эзини Xama taataa АЙ adir Заоа ам "ай npe эм Эш pup н Des 


and this 


s Here's a little tip if you ever decide to 
publish your own gaming magazine: There's 
nothing quite like a top ten list to get 
people fired up. The gaming community's 
pervasive love of Guitar Hero led to a mas- 
sive response to our Guitar Hero III wish 
list. We just want to say thanks to all of 
you who sent us complaints, videos, and 
personal picks (though you would be sad- 
dened to see the number of suggestions 


for Matchbox 20 and 
Korn songs). Oh and 
to clear up Andrew's 
point: Lynrd Skynyrd 
didn't make the list 
because "Freebird" 
was basically the 

last boss of Guitar 
Hero 11. As to the "No 
Stairway" rule...well, 
we think the phrasing 
there is open to inter- 
pretation. You know, 
sometimes words 
have two meanings. 


в Hey, yeah! We've been so stupid all this 
time, assuming that our readers care about 
the coolest upcoming titles, the biggest 
industry happenings, and gaming as a hobby 
in general. Everyone just wants cold, hard 
review scores, minus any bothersome con- 
text or perspective. Never mind the fact that 
some months only have a handful of games 
hitting retail shelves. For those months, we'll 
just pad the remaining pages with pictures 
of kittens interacting with everyday objects 
in humorous ways. Here's the only problem 


« A proven never-miss developer like BioWare should hardly be 


with this strategy: If we cut the Dear 
tion, where would people write to E 1 
about our Sonic and Dragon Ball z — 
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Orc Hero Required 
Lazy Peons enters play exhausted. 
Exhaust Lazy Peons to complete this quest. 
Reward: Draw a card. 


“Stop poking me!" 


Through the Dark Portal 
card set contains all-new 


Three new Loot™ cards 
enhance your online 
experience in Outland. 


Burning Crusade" content. 


considered an underdog (the developers Jade Empire appeared on 
the cover of issue 126), but you bring up a good point. The truth is 
that we make an effort to spotlight games that may be under most 
gamers’ radars, like BioShock, Dark Sector, or Kane & Lynch. In the 
grand scheme of things, our covers on hi 

month's GTA story) 


gh-profile games (like this 
may be more memorable, but we still love to 


throw our support behind lesser-known games that we think will 
be awesome, 
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LICENSED 


Coming to a city near you! The Darkmoon Faire, with tournaments and events for 


World of Warcraft TCG and online players. For details visit 


UPPER DECK 
ENTERTAINMENT 


» We'll admit that Microsoft's Achievement 
system isn't perfect, but it is impossible to 
deny that it is influencing the way we play 
games. With the PlayStation 3's Home tap- 
ping into similar concepts (see our story 
on page 16), it seems as though they will 
become a staple of the industry moving 
forward. Quantifiable rewards, whether they 
be trophies or a Gamerscore, give gamers 
additional incentive to fully explore multiple 
angles of their games. There are still some 
kinks to iron out, like the ability to cheat 
and the weight of online components. If the 
success of Achievements so far is any indi- 
ation, it is safe to assume that they'll be 
sround for a while, leaving plenty of time 
mprovement 


ANOTHER HOT BUTTON 


The tragic events of Columbine still reso 
nate with many people, which is part of the 
reason behind the polarized reactions to 
Danny Ledonne's Super Columbine Massacre 
RPG. While we can't say whether the deci- 
sion to pull the game from the Slamdance 
Guerilla Gamemaker Contest was right or 
wrong, it seems like there are some miscon 
ceptions that should be cleared up. SCMRPG 
was not created as a commercial title. It was 
never intended to hit retail shelves. Think 
9f it like an experimental film, intended for 
à specific audience; the mere fact that the 
game exists in some form doesn't mean 
that 8-year-olds will be buying the DS ver- 
sion tomorrow. It should also be noted that 
SCMRPG attempts to examine the actions of 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, not glorify or 
justify them. On the other hand even though 
the SCMRPG is intended to be a social com- 
mentary, what is permissible under that defi- 
nition will differ from Person to person. For 
many, regardless of intention, the content in 
any context simply crosses the line 
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Get a Real Bowflex: Body! 


- Its that Get Noticed. ‘ В 

The new Bowflex Xtreme? SE home gym is built to provide fast and easy 

total body results right in your own home. Compact enough to fit any 
workout space, it performs over 65 gym-quality exercises — as many as ar 
entire health club filled with machines. All this for just $20 a month" — les 
than half the monthly dues of a typical gym membership! 


Over 1 million Bowflex® customers know 
that nothing else compares to 
Genuine Bowflex® Power Rod” 
technology for professional-level 


performance and proven results 

cre Call (800) 663-6716 today! 
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The Central Lounge is the main public 
| space in Home. Talk with friends and 
strangers alike with pre-set phrases, a USB 
ÎÎ keyboard, or voice chat. Ads are everywhere 


The Games Space allows users to play b 
Н - Eventually, players will be able to 


pickup games like pool and bowling. 
Downloadable games can be played in upgrade to more luxurious digs. complete 
with lakeside patio 


stand-up arcade cabinets 


The Home Theater includes constantly updating 
posters, lobby trailers, and physical spaces where 
you can watch movies 


Private apartments can be tricked 
with physics-enabled objects themed 
poem and “Lepr digital photos 

hard drive 


$= connect | 
WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


— SPRING HASN’T SPRUNG FOR SOME GAMES 


TREATS 
With the recent announcements that BioShock is being pushed back into late August and developer The 
Collective is being taken off Warner Bros. Interactive's Dirty Harry game, we thought we'd update you 
really quick on some titles that should have been out now or may have just fallen off your radar. 
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- Wdfld War Il using the skills, vehicles 
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1 ' enemy [lines as a covert operative, Storm UM T 
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FOCUS GROUP: 


are pulled in the ensuing answers, but what's more interes 
ors express something deeper about their tim. 
ela liked the seemingly mundane task of sha 
the one thing | have control over thats 
do” On the other hand, almost evey one | 
ere was more blood — not just for gore! 
se they felt it was a touch of realism that theg 


e group discusses the game's controls, this 
ually handled differently in pre-release focus 
Arts videotapes these one-on-one = 
ide an extra dimension of feedback 4 
the controller, and we can see their {з 
ally have them verbalize and talk g 
eird at first. It's that sort of onggii 
ple for so we can understand theirt 


Focus groups testing out gameplay concepts are usually one- 
‘on-one sessions video-taped for additional feedback 


Process of, "You know, | want to use the Force, but the control are even contradictory statements those in the group have made 
scheme is such that | don't know how to use the Force’ We need which have to be reconciled. “You don't want polling” says Shovar. 
"that level of detail so the team can go back and balance to make “You never want to be counting people in a focus group. ‘Well, 

Î as accessible as possible" three of the guys didn't like it and three did’ You are only seeing 
At various times in the Red Steel focus group, the knives come опе group. In order to analyze this, and | hesitate to even use that 
and the feedback gets negative. Ugly, even. But finding a word because you don't do that in qualitative [study], you wart until 
ch of gamers to say something you've finished everything and see 
"bad about a game isn't hard. What's what are the pattems. What are 

оге valuable is the panel's con- the things, that after we see it, are: 

fete ideas of what would have "These are things that we can act on 
de the game better. You should You're never quite sure if you just 

be able to use your sword at all happened to get a weird bunch of 
limes, not just when the game lets Splinter Cell fans that nobody agrees 
feelings if Точ "Why?" Rudman asks. "Well, with in the Splinter Cell community. 
" answers Andy, “Why are So you do have to be careful about 
s still popular, man?" Raul using focus groups to make 'either/ 
says uld make him “excited,” оѓ deasions" Shovar tells us that 
While Darrell expands, "It's like any info taken from this session will 
you're the freakin’ Highlander ог be augmented by the company's 
Something” A better story, more play-test lab in Montreal, comments 
‘Environmental interactivity, improved taken from forums, and a wealth of 
controls, and of course, more blood other data as the future of the fran- 


аге all targeted as some necessary chise 15 contemplated. 
Improvements. As we prepare to leave the fadl- 


AS the session ends, we're particu- ity, the Ubisoft team is getting ready 
larly interested to find out what the More meaningful environmental interactivity is one for the next session. A butfet of Thai 
researchers thought about some of thing that all the members of our focus group asked for food has been set up and people 
the more negative comments in the help themselves as Rudman enters 
Session. They were totally unfazed. In fact, dunng the focus group the room and begins to discuss changes to the question sheet 
the team behind the mirror would often laugh out loud at a com- the team has prepared in advance to tweak how this next panel is 
Ment Rudman is used to this. "Once you go down a negative path, approached There is talk about adding new questions to see how 
its pretty hard to go back because people are paid to come in here the focus group’s recommendations for improvements would differ 
and be critical. We always say, When you come out of a focus group if Red Steel were approached as an action game and not a shooter, 
Session, and you feel like your product doesn't suck, you've done but some think this is unnecessary. We reach the lobby and see 
Very well, because [this age group] is very critical" a dozen or so kids waiting to be vetted by bee for the next 

n many ways, this has been a typical focus group in that it's just session, talking about video games as is natural. It's just another 
data that can be interpreted and used in a variety of ways. There Wednesday night aai ш 


Intr. 


ductions 


- This eight-page document was the backbone of the 
locus group session, although it was not slavishly fol- 


lowed. At times moderat 
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The thing that made the Gravity Gun so awesome was Valve's À } 
incredible physics. You could spend hours just playing with Dog Ў, } р | ^ 
and this gun, and for a game where the premise is about you , AN 5 

shooting dudes, that says а lot about a gun. Then Valve made ч I 
it even better: By the end of Half-life 2 the Gravity Gun is so 

super-powered that everything is a weapon, and this is the only — ЖАЙА 


gun you need. ' vo (que 
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PS3 RUMBLES ON 


SONY/IMMERSION KISS & MAKE UP 


fter a few rounds of boxing between 
their lawyers, Sony and Immersion 
Corporation have resolved their pat- 
ent dispute and formed a new agreement 
to deliver Immersion’s rumble technology 
in “PlayStation format products.” The deal 
doesn't specifically mention the PS3, but 
that feature is conspicuously absent from the 
new system's controllers. As part of the deal, 
Sony will pay Immersion $22.5 million over 
three years - not including the $97.2 million 
owed due to the original patent lawsuit. 


QUOTE 


G00D 


ALGDG, Electronic Arts announced its new project 
with Guitar Hero developer Harmonix. The pair have 
‘agreed to a deal where EA will publish the MTV. 
branded title, The game is believed to incorporate 
similar principles as the Guitar Hero franchise, except 
‘encompassing a full band. 


VISTA GOES LIVE 


CROSS-PLATFORM PLAY IN JUNE 


icrosoft Р 
Енио онест а бир regarding Games for Windows Live — Vista PC's ver 
~ that will launch on May 8th alongside the PC versio" 
дов вани cross-platform play with the 360, as wel 
par Wl ct — i until June when —— list g 
ч 4 5 Live will i j x 
free and gives you online play — unifies мп owo different forms ~ Silver and Gold. Silver 5 


For the first time UK Sony executive Ray Maguire 

has confirmed the widely believed plan to release a 
Fedesigned PSP. Maguire characterized the new PSP as 
Smaller and lighter, but said the handheld's screen size 
Would remain the same. No word on whether the system 
would come down in price, although Sony has coincided 
а price-drop with a redesign in the past 


THE GOOD, THE BAD, THE UGLY 


When You Want Your News Categorized With A Sarcastic Editorial Spin 


I'VE HAD DINNER WITH IMR. KUTARAGI] MORE TIMES THAN I'VE HAD DINNER 
WITH MY WIFE, AND THAT'S NOT REALLY HEALTHY. 
= Sony CEO Howard Stringer on how he's tried to improve his strained relationship with Ken Kutaragi 


BAD? GOOD 


New Line Cinema has gained the rights to make а movie | As part ofits new multiplatform approach. Capcom 
out of Epic's Gears of War title. Lead designer Clif has confirmed that Devil May Cry 4 «s coming to the 
Bleszinski will act as the film's executive producer, and Xbox 560 and PC ~ not just the PS3. Dont worry, Sony 
Stuart Beattie (Collateral) will write the picture. Here's lans. Afrika is still PS3 exclusive! 

hoping he can come up with something better than “You 

can't stop the traint" 


LucasArts’ Star Wars. Th 
Unleashed в not 


delayed. 


1 release into sometir 


The size limit lor Xbox Live Arcade 
gares has been raised from SOMB 
to ISOM, In conjunction with this 
increase, a new 512MB memory unit 
is on sale for $49.99 for Core System 
‘owners without a hard drive. The 
casting SAMB unit will drop down 
to 529.99. 
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TABULA RASA 


Lord pritish's new project for Korean publisher NCsoft is truly 

unique. An action: oriented combat model that lets players physi 
dodge incoming projectiles and a heavily instancing-based 

desig make Tabula Rasa a great one to watch il you're interested 


Most MMOs sc wf e Everest tre of combat ̃ ͤ behind the scenes бе той take the place of manualy dodging ands 
(ng with your character. However, there are several promıning projects т the works that abandon that for a more visceral fee! Check 


these out if MMOs are too hands-off for your tastes. 


HUXLEY 


‘Available in July fot PC as well as September oe 360, Headey is 
attempting to combine the persistent world of an MMO with 
the team-based shooting action of Counter-Strike. We'll know 
whether Korean developet/publisher Webzen pulls n off ату 


FURY 

New publisher Gamecock is lau MMOs in a new direction. 
deathmatche-ste arena combat. Fury gives players a classless 
progressions system to customize (heir character as they cre fit, 
amd віт, to bock the pants off of M. arena and battlegrounds 


GODS & HEROES: ROME RISING 
Greco-Roman mythology rs the perfect sert for thes action- based 
MMO from Perpetual Entertainment and SOE. Recruiting and tram 
a «quad of soldiers o fight wath you against creatures strange and 
magical is a major selling point here, and promises to make , 


something new and different. better than PlanetSide soon enough 


systems by making Pv? the locus of the game very viable play style despite the online nature ol ће game 


XBOX 360 | PC 


Age of Conan: 
Hyborian Adventures 


PUBLISHER EID05 INTERACTIVE/FUNCOM > DEVELOPER FUNCOM 
> RELEASE SUMMER (PC), TBA (360) 


. — Maybe your guild is banging on the doors of Illidan’s Black 
` Temple but you're growing tired of the raiding treadmill. Perhaps 
end-game dungeons require more effort to clear than you're 
willing to put in, or the latest round of clearly unnecessary пег}; 
to your class crossed the line. Maybe you're just sick of World of 


Out on the frontier you can build up towns that have the 
most skilled blacksmiths, the richest merchants, and the 
strongest guards — all of whom owe allegiance to the heroes 
that made it all possible (that's you). NPC enemies will build 
up their own towns and send out raiding parties, so you 
have to protect them as well. If you're wondering why you 
would care about any of this, Age of Conan also features 
siege and formation warfare: large-scale conflicts where 

the wealth and power to get others to fight for you can be 
worth more than individual skill in battle. Furthermore, you 
can build towns in the Border Kingdoms that are centers for 
PvP action, and give out guild-wide buffs to those who can 
conquer and hold the most territory. 


The Lord of the Rings Online: 
Shadows of Angmar 


PUBLISHER MIDWAY > DEVELOPER TURBINE > RELEASE APRIL 24 


We've all gotten a giggle out of passing over a zone line in 
WoW and dinging a level off of the exploration XP. What if 
you got a title and access to a brand new talent for doing 
that as well? The Lord of the Rings Online has a feature that 
é rewards players for accomplishing “Deeds” that does just that. 
Of course, you'll unlock these achievements via a variety of 
derring-do, be it the aforementioned exploration, committing 
g> | genocidal atrocities against the monsters in a certain region, 
| or completing a difficult instanced dungeon. This is the most 
direct assault on WoW's core gameplay that we've seen. We'll 
find out very soon whether Turbine can keep Blizzard on its 
toes when LOTRO releases at the end of April 


STAR TREK ONLINE 
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‘Sony Ondine Entertanment's loriy into comic 
based garmung comes with Фе artistic stylings ot 
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Engne 5 
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eem wars WHOLE LOTTA HALO 3 


DEVELOPER READER 
— — — STEP UP TO LEGENDARY 


Ponta Mx hegan osoft has just revealed the contents of its limited. 
dition package sets to go along with the standard 


Any Halo 5 news 15 good news, and Micr 
quantity Halo 3 Legendary and Limited E 
$59.99 version 


Final Fantasy 
Vil - PSone 
The Elder Scrolls IV 
Oblivion - Xbox 360 
ESPN NFL 2K 
Series - PS2/Xbox 
Valkyrie Profile 2 
Sümeria - PS2 


Ср ™ ounce m 


Xenogears - PSone 


Legendary Edition ($129.99) 


* Miniature replica Spartan Helmet * A second bonus disc exclusive to the 
К - ЗВ f = Legendary Edition that looks back at the stog 
TOP ۹ TM disc ——Á — x ПЁ of the first two Halo games as told through 
ocumentary with several high-definition re-mastered cutscenes with commentary, a 
Lists... Everybody Loves Lists... ә “sage ry, 
featurettes and a high-def audio-visual “Day in the Life at Bungie” featurette, and 


Top Ten Facts calibration tool exclusive Red vs. Blue and This Spartan Life 


About Kratos * Original Halo 3 storyboard art from machinima content 
Lee Wilson 


A New Realm 


Ме жод vidi а KAA 
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the business. After the success 


based on Ridley Scott's Aliens 
company's present and future. 


Yalk about the next-generation Brothers 


n Arms 


Using the Force 


pee 
qure, dune 


Brotherly Love 


Tre other bd proyect vov have gomg or c 
the Abens game Whats your vision for the 


Texas-based Gearbox Software h 


as worked with some of the biggest franchises in 
of Brothers in Arms, the company is working on a game 
We recently spoke with CEO Randy Pitchford about the 


How do you balance these big projects b 
an independent developer? 


luple team: 


Could you talk about it in broader terms? 


We have 
like the dic 


ener, and lead engl 


And we've seen the other ones once 


ks before you 
vesting in. 


You're using Unreal Engine 3 for Brothers iy 
Arms and Aliens. You've worked with a lot 
engines before, how do you rate Unreal 3? 
Ve bly t к n the planet 
engine, Wê 


Aliens has a great ambiance for a shooter and 
has а great mythology, but it also seems to 
lend itself to a very tight, old-school corridor 
based experience. Recently, shooters have 
really been opening things up beyond that 
design template. How do you deal with that? 


on a few science fiction 
3 all inet ct TTE f 33 Al; 
? all just stealing from Ali 


HIFP EA 


Anything more you'd like to let us 
about? 


Se you'll be branching off into some addi 
tional story content 
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GI REFEREES THE BATTLE OF THE BIG RIGS 


We're round up the best in monster gaming PC hardware, and this is the first litter we could get our 
Vies Lands on. We even ran these es da PC and 3D Mark software, Maybe you can choose 


these two beauties, because we hate having to make decisions of the heart. 
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ALIENWARE 
AREA-51 7500 


Allenware's rig can be for nearly a third the 
but for each you shave you're cutting out 
Ours cost $4,900 and scored a little lower than 
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Ш — FRAG FX CONTROLLER 


SP 
V0ODOO OMEN i 


LEE 

The Omen is bulit for speed and power, Its Quad Core processors 
reportedly provide 70 percent more processing power than Intel's 
dual core processors, This pricey beast can be configured with AT! 
Crossfire or nVidia SLI graphics cards, Our Omen unit (with SLI) 
tested well іп 3DMark05 and PCMarko5, scoring 16174 In the forma 
and 9965 In the latter, This monster's Impressive performance is 
tempered by its obnoxiously loud liquid Intercooler, which sounds 
like а gurgling Coca-Cola plant, The perforated case, while а specta: 
ular view İn the dark, doesn't help dampen the sound either, Does 
the future have to sound like a swamp cooler? 


y PC ganer will ЖҮ И OI 
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10.00 (corded PS3), $60.00 (Wiuetooth PSS) * www. splitfishicom 
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THE LOST ROOM 


Maybe you saw The Lost Room when the Se f 


joat room 


AE 


out a Key (hat unl 
1 ۱ Otel mom. Here's hoping 
we yet à fullo 

319,90 * www.llonsgate.com 


FINAL FANTASY Vil: ADVENT 
CHILDREN LIMITED EDITION 
COLLECTOR'S 5 
^s a vet for (he Herds. These are the same col 
Nat have been out for awhile, but now 
chod with 10 Final Fantasy postcards, the 
ol that may 
onnaton about 
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COLLECTIBLE CARD GAME 
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HORI FIGHTING STICK 3 


Auk to get, since Saas ar 
$49.99 * www hor |p/us. 


ELECTRIC-SPIN 
GOLF LAUNCHPAD 


eee 
Tired of having to go outside and breathe fresh air when you golf? The 
Golf Launchpad uses a multitude of sensors that measure the speed, 
path, and angle of your swing and transfer your movements into the 
game, We found that this process wasn't always spot on, but И was 
better than we expected. Clubs and compatible games such as Tiger 
Woods PGA Tour and Hot Shots Golf Fore! sold separately. 
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THE : i : SECURITY SOFTWARE 


EP KEPT HITTING ME 
n. , WITH POP-UPS. 


OF THE SO I GAVE IT A 
- SMACKDOWN. 


DOESN'T HAVE TO BUG YOU WITH 


f BY JACK EMMERT - " =f = CONSTANT UPGRADE MESSAGES 
* CHIEF CREATIVE OFFICER, d» ^W ro KEEP You ERE 
CRYPTIC STUDIOS 2 سي‎ НЕМЕ МАЕ 


NTERNET SECURITY—SMARTER, 


40 MILLION USERS HAVE ALREADY 
DISCOVERED THAT SECURITY SOFTWARE 


MORE POWERFUL, FRUSTRATION-FREE 
PROTECTION AGAINST VIRUSES, 
SPYWARE, SPAM AND OTHERTHREATS. 


JOIN THE REVOLUTION. 
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CALL 866-856-JAMS 
email: info@jamster.con 


SUPPORTED CARRIERS: : 
quur 1 бәп 
iprint V ) Ww call 87 {5 
Dn» Collular One 3 from your cell 
1 now! 


toners please downhoad Jamster Word Applic 
t Ац Accons deck 


Terms of Service available at jamster.com. Each month you will get download credits for 6 ringtones, 10 graphics and 
just $9.99/month. Redeem your credits at Jamster.com. The XXL Plan automatically renews if 


mster! Monthly XXL Plan, which is subjec 


le, Virgin Mobile and Verizon Wireless cus mers), all for 
h andset does not support content, next best supported content is delivered. Normal messaging & data charges apply. 


M 8 a ront's permission to sign up on their boh 
d Must bo 18+ or have parent's permission to Sign db pxxi" to 75555. Need help? E-mail to info@jamster.com or call B66-856-JAMS. 
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® Grand Theft Auto IV is a story seem 
through the eyes of Niko Bellic - an 


13 A || — Eastern European immigrant who 
E has come to Liberty City to live the 


American Dream 


Р ذف‎ m 


| A big part of New 
- A Yark life is walking 
around the streets 

and meeting 

lunatics. That's 


*cuser elaborates. "And [Belic] believes it His bid. $ Roman's situation, you have your work cut out for : t 
fee his past for what he thought would be the f you right off the bat something tha we 
sener pastures of America coóldn't be further "Roman is heavily in debt Lots of criminal sre 
the truth. Roman Hes been lying to bim He : tying to get ic A? . 8 1 
h He isn't г. And he's actually in a ^Niko is a tough character. * м d fini I d 
‘of trou Мыр f cem lo hide hs : fendi buffoon. He needs your support ond g te у tried to 
equally Roman 6 2 high energy optimist that wall 


wn failures in life. 2 
- appen. It seems like a good 
While he mayfmake you contemplate sranging ¢ try to make things happen. 


. ANC DA a my mi put into the game. 


ди main fnends, motivations, and : p 

atthe зап ofthe game- Uniksan i P BREL е" — Dan Houser 
yers won't get a chance to see Beli in ee | ` vice president of creative 
d. You will see his life unfold from the Е 

that he steps into Liberty City. And given 


— — — 


Ubeny City because hesi 
т cousin Roman, 
manng Ме, K S 
тое. | have two woma 
туе Sheen sports cars. M 
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goals early in 


development is 


that it should feel 


different than any 
other game. It 
shouldn't be Oh 
heres a really ` 
good looking, but 


stiff character’ 


all 


ETT IT Te 


"JUST ANOTHER 


- ORDINARY DAY 


like all things with 
vard. Physics s 


анат your charac 
ling of running aroü d 
hat environment, dir yer things, needs to be 
lot more than it 1. The animations can't 
1 predictable. One of our biggest 
lopment is that it should feel 
me, It shouldn't be 'O 
d looking, but stiff character" 
and it would appear. 


боб, Вес nud the door«open — again a 
0 d by the sense of v anda i 
accompanying animation. It bi es obvious 
this isn' use, as he oe hed 
{ а pistol, One quick | 
comer reveals that the living room, fur 
rur and greens, is not occupied. 


slides into the room with his pistol pi hi 


s. cover stor 
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T live this 
amazing life, 

its the American 
Dream come true. I 
have two women. 

I have four hot 
tubs. I have fifteen 
sports cars,’ and 


Bellic] believes it. 


е 


s. cover story 


the radio stations andi 


= You really get a sense of how real this 
world is when you see a new car in front 
of a decades-old apartment 


NEW LEVEL 
OF FREEDOM 


"In all previous GTA games you might have felt like & See, opines Houser. 
"you are ordered by people to do things. Now, there's still going to be an 
"element of that because you are an underling that people tell what to.do for 
large parts of the game, but you can also choose how you want to spend 

our time. I want to hang out with him and her. | want to go and see this guy 
because he always has fun things to do. Call him up and maybe you can 
hang with him. Maybe he'll answer. That's a fun way of navigating the story 
and navigating the world and your time in it, You have а lot of choice over 
what you want to do” 
Storytelling is a huge focus in this next installment, and it wall be reflected 
through the various ways you can interact with the сту and its denizens, 
According to Houses, Rockstar North is giving people more freedom, more 
choice, and more sense of control over their destiny. The game still follows 
"a narrative path, but it's quite different in its strieture. “The story is told in 
a number of different ways,” adds Houser, "But we've tried to replicate. 

as many ways possible that you engage with people. Mete s talking (in 
person], cell phones, and a bunch of other ways of giang the player 
information, We are trying 10 use that kind of stuff to give you back story or 
front story, or to explain character motivation? 
“You still meet people, get missions by them, de the missions, and if 
ou do well they will help you. Or they may stab you in ће back. We 

d to provide more diversity to the missions. We tried to provide certain 
choices about the missions. We've tried to give branches that maybe gwe 
yo а ака choice, new ways of interacting with characters, and new 
ways of interacting with the word. It's a different kind of expenence” 
- In previous Grand Theft Auto titles, the goal was always very clear 
ол. You start out small ond u your way up to the top. Bellic's story 
S сше and big money. W's Art a rags-to-nches tale, nor is it ragsto-rags. Ws ags to somewhere in 
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© This Liberty City isn't about 
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1 | t S Wi wing hir 
between — leaving a world òf imagination as to where his actions w Il bring hi 
en asked 


Rockstar hinting heavily at the idea of players plotti 


Houser points out that “you are just one fish in a big pond o! w York motivatior 


just about turning up here and becoming the king, Thats an imp yssible goal 


; has becom 


Over the last console generation, Grand Theft Aut 


ice City was set in the ‘80s, and San Andreas took place in the ‘90: 


à conten 


also featuring Liberty City, has Rock 


Y North approach 
"n 2 


n in 2007, It 


Auto I 


we are stepping into Liberty Cit 


both things that could have a huge effect on the way that you 


age. These û 


criminal activitic 


onversations we had with a lot of crime experts 


that its very hard to! riminal ‚^ Houser says with a smile 


that stuff are over something that we definitely tried to capture in the st 
experience of the game. People are constantly getting arrested, The police are a heavy presence 
i i [ aki 
gi | | | 
| 
L | 

In terms of scale, this GTA experience shouldn't be much different than San / ly noti 
bli thal won't be able to pilot airplanes. "There ate no рї just 

ily art from the fact that [the vehicles] are similar, V ant it to feel re 

] is not going to be nding a unicycle or rollerblading. We are 
that character not suddenly saying there are no r 
tuff, It's the same range ar ty that we had, but to fit the 
king of c game that bring out the realism of the г, Houser admits that 
D tay P the recruitment of voice actors in a different way. Reading between 
ss familiar voices, and more voices the Ye Je of the 
racter 7 ет European accent fits his gritty extenor, ar heard in the 
tS just Т ! Оги 
the 55 16 applied to the soundtrack and radio stations. "We've raided 
past heavily er admit аге р 1 to get some great f yorks with the 2007 
eve set the benchmark for game soundtracks in the past, аг don’t think we've been 


in that; | think we've done some really. 


| A send WEAPO: 


You are just one 


fish in a big pond of 
other fish. New York 


motivation isn't just 
about turning up 
here and becoming 
the king. That's an 
impossible goal. 


үт 


amazing stuff, | think we are going to do something 
wicked this time, We're pretty confident on that 

Is а great way of giving you, the player, part of the 
experience in a way that no other medium can. You 
can have songs that fityour mood. | want this music 
to be hardcore because | am in a hardcore mood. 
Going out for a date with a girl, so | need something 
more romantic. We pick tracks that fit the tempo of 
the game. It's not a pedal-to-the-metal racing game. 
It's an urban cruising gangster game, We pick music 
that we think works with that kind of experience. 

It's got to be of a certain tempo.or a certain feel no 
matter what genre it's in. The debate that goes into 
y single track you would not believe. There are 
a large number of music fans that pick this stuff” 

With more realistic tones accompanying the 
visuals, it’s easy to think that this GTA experience 
will abandon the series’ trademark humor for more 
serious content. It will certainly feel like more of a 
realistic experience, but the humor will still be fully 
intact. Whether you are listening to advertisements 
on the radio, hear someone mumble something on 
the street, or read a billboard, Liberty City will still be 
a wild place. The same team, with the same sense 
of humor, is bringing this game to life. 

This is something that even now, Houser finds 
amazing. “Some people talk about it like it's а 
franchise. | think of it as a series of games made by 
the same people. Since GTA III, we still have exactly 
the same people. We've added some great people 
on top of that, but it's the same two lead program- 
mers, same physics guy, same producer, same 
executive producer, same writer, same audio guys, 
same designers. They are all in place. No one's lett. 

"That's what is so exciting. And what's been such 
a great experience for everyone involved in working 
on these games is that we managed to develop 
it as a core group together. We haven't lost any 
of the key talent. They've added great people in 
there. That kind of consistency has given everyone 
confidence in working with each other, and ап 
understanding of what we are trying to do, and an 


$ cover story 


B Rockstar wouldn't rev 
details 

system just yet, but Hou: 
admit that it is somethi 
they аге workin 

and that they feel the 
the sweet spot with it 


ambition that 1 don't think is matched anywhere 
else: Where people come and people go, and the 
franchise lives or. The franchise is the people who 
make this game — it's this core group of people. | 
think that’s something that sets us apart froma lot 
of places? 

I's that and the fact thatthe team is trying things 
that no one has with video games. Grand Theft 
Auto brought new definition to the action genre, 
and showed us that not every decision that the 
player makes has.to be linear and ted to a path. 
With Grand Theft Auto IV, the team is finding new 
ways to approach storytelling movement, and 
the level of interaction the player has within the 
world. This tight-knit team continues to improve 
with each new product it touches. Some of the 
content is amusing, like being able to call a woman 
for a date, And some of its achievements simply 
blow your mind, such as its load times. After an 
inital loading sequence, the game will never load 
again - even when you transition between intenor 
and exterior locations. 

Rather than outsoutang the technology that 
Rockstar North ublizes, Rockstar as a whole has set 
up a studio of programmers in San Diego that does 
nothing but work on the company's proprietary 
technologies. The engine of note is called RAGE. 
(Rockstar Advanced Game Engine). You already 
got a brief taste of it with Table Tennis, and will 
get a much larger dose when Grand Theft Auto IV 
hits the streets on Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3 on 
October 16. 

Both versions of the game will likely be identical, 
but Rockstar has confirmed that downloadable 
content will be exclusive to the Xbox 360 version. 
This content is said to be sizeable, and when asked 
about whether or nat we woukl see this impressive 
new take on Liberty City living on рах one game — 
Houser grins and says one thing: "episodic content 

Like all of the Grand Theft Autos that have come 
belore this one, the expenence is largely for the 
single playet The game will have multiplayer, 


however. “Yes, there will be some,” Houser com- 
ments, s aot going to be a massively multiplayer 
online game, but we are trying to make something 
that is interesting, fun, and progressive, and goes 
nicely alongside the single-player game? 

It's been in development for over three years, 
and Houser isn’t shy about admitting that this has 
been a lengthy experience already, We knew to do 
something at this scale would take а very long time. 
just to make graphics Ike that is very time consum- 
ing. The assets are big and heavy" 

Whether it changes the face of gaming again 
like it did in the previous generation remains to ba 
seen, but Rockstar North knows exactly where this 
senes needs to go next, and is running that extra 
mile to get it there and make it a new experience 
yet again. 

Houser equates the leap that this installment is 
making to that which the senes made between 
the first Grand Theft Auto and Grand Theft Auto IIl 
This is a huge step to make - something that we 
really haven't witnessed yet on the next-generaton 
machines. 

“Everyone always 378, Books tell you some- 
thing, movies show you something, and games 
let you do something; [That is why games] were 
more interesting,” says Houser, "And that was why 
games were going to take over, Games let you 
be somewhere. That's an amazing quality. That 
is something you just can't get from any other 
medium. The chance to exist in this fantasy world, 
bet Liberty City, be it Mars, of wherever, 1 think is 
à really interesting side of what games are going 
to offer as an artistic medium and as an entertain- 
ment medium. What we tried to do this time was. 
massively enhance the experience of being there. 
Completely transform it so that the way the story 
unfolds, the way you deal with characters, the way 
the world behaves, the things that you can do, 
all of them give you this reason why you might 
want to be there and this sensation of hang in 
this word? ama 
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AII- PRO FOOTBALL 


0 P И 
Е zh 
^ Я ing. Whe it's touching the 
They don't call the NFL the "No Fun League" for nothing. ther . - — 
QB or showing off your personality in a touchdown ج‎ — cy dit" 
against it. Nobody knows this better than gamers. By approaching t ami E imin 
s 
an exclusive licensing deal, the NFL has shut down what apao cus seem 
rivalry between EA and NFL 2K5 developer Visual Concep карар rd 
Thomas, VC's vice president of sports development, because | — 
That's not to say, however, that the NFUs dex N. — 
sion didn't have à sizable effect on the company — | — i ets " 
" don't know il that was black Friday, Thursday, or I d arena о 
Whatever day of the week it was,” Jeff offers, "but it ES sing door on МУ 
Was definitely à huge impact for us” In fact, d was д d * * p A see gy << x 
While belore Visual € oncepts got over it themselves percita VCS focus Dex b 
The deal forced à span of forced introspection in kite І 
2004, Jott laughs as he remembers that period. “Holy къ N 
Чар, What are we going to do now? ^ 
N was during this time that every pe 
On the table and examined. A few ob 
ganizations called up the comp ۷ à € 
(tto Make a football game based on their leagues > > s the NAL 2K - 
Another idea was to continue the NFL ARS dev A 


Se feature 


1 beyond the teams themselves. All-Pro Foot- i even the lower-ranked players will have key 
ball 2K8 aims to take the ultimate team sport skills that will come in handy. 
and tum its focus onto the individual players. : Gamers will build their team from a pool of 
This is done by highlighting the separation in players. Here is where you can play GM and — 
skill among players and translating that onto mold the team to your liking. Because you —— ————— 
the field. don't have to wonder about the difference 
An important part of making individual between an 80- or 81-rated wide receiver, 
players stand out is by getting away from the you have a better idea how to combine these ＋ — — — 
normal 0-100 attribute system we've seen in individuals to shape your team’s playing 
i most sports games. Instead, players will be philosophy as well as its overall strengths 
separated into tiers, with everyone having and weaknesses. Once play begins, you 
icons associated with them. These represent : can create and exploit mismatches among 
the positive and negative traits that define players and tailor your game plan to your 
who they are on the field, such asa mobile strengths. This will be immediately evident 
ОВ who is a fumbler. Superstars also possess : when you take the game online. Here you 


‚ You know what? I think we need to 
centrate om next-gen. It took us this long 
ng that wes compelling” Of 


ting out a football product to coincide 
the launch of the Xbox 360 or even 


play н separate special abilities such as being good can create multiple teams and pick which | 
"How do you get to the core of a realistic at fourth-quarter comebacks. These will give one gives you the best chance of winning 
‘football experience when it is so completely : them further personality and differentiate : when matched up against your opponents 
dena to the NFL teams we know so well? Со : them from the regular players. However, 3 own creations. 


jy making the player aware of the prowess of options beyond the standard package for online play, : In fact, the team has an Al test they call “Al or Abe 
` individual football players and the strategies behind you won't be able to recreate NFL teams or players. I?" named after Abe Navarro, their producer. Navarro 
utilizing them, the game actually makes its teams “Гуе decided a long time ago we're not doing that,” starts running plays with his hands hidden from view. 
d - Stronger than they might have been if they had і says Jeff. "[That option] is not in the game, and The test is to see if a bystander can correctly guess 
been ruled by the NFL license. Because the team people gotta be aware of that right now. It's not NFL whether the play they are seeing is the computer or 


poseur. There's going to be a backlash, | know that Abe himself. The team's gotten the CPU to mimic 
human tendencies to the point that nobody's gotten 
more than three out of five right, and president Greg 
Thomas went a laughable zero for five. 

Perhaps more important than getting your CPU 


isn't bound by trying to recreate how the Patriots 
play (which games rarely do right) or whether the And you know what? Play the game and shut ир” 
third-string linebacker has an acceleration rating of Although seemingly confrontational, his insistence 
73 or 70, it lets you create and exploit the differences brings out an important point about this game. 


among teams. Instead of banking on familiar territory, Visual Con 
cepts is staking this game's fortunes on showing you 


what it thinks has been missing from football games 


Áp 


opponent to play correctly, however, is the work 
being done to make sure your own players respond 
to your commands. “I want to give them what they 
want when they press that button," says Jeff, express 
ing the frustration of gamers the world over when 


in the past - including its own 

^ look at the Al on [NFL] 2K5 now and go, Wow, 
the Al was just stupid. It did stupid things a lot," says 
Jeff. The CPU Al will now make full use of its play 
books, players, and pay more attention to how you 
things that were noticeably absent 
ses utilize different formation 
in order to confuse 


All-Pro's lack of traditional player ratings isn't the only 
Way it will break with convention. Although the devel- 
Oper wouldn't go into detail about the game’s league 
structure, we know that there won't be a franchise 
mode, No Buiding your team through multiple years 
каб for the future. Also missing are first-person 
Es all and The Crib. This is disappointing — and 

val Madden got slammed for its feature pullback 


their wide-open receiver can't even move his hands a 
couple of inches to adjust to the oncoming ball or a 
defensive back isn't able to swat the ball even though 
you've put him in the right position 

A key component to stemming this disbelief is 


play the game ~ 
from NFL 2K5. Defen: 
shells (which you can also use) 


refining the game's animation system. We've seen 


understanding it swi ji sht come up to the line of scrimmage 
5 twin bended aa pected over to the кеч genere uon BR t€ d nae ina йер zone when they early footage of some of APF's animations, and 

E ha | hay gent in the developer's approach. "You e actually running something entirely different it's clear that some of the bad transitions between | 

е to pick some things and focus. The idea of this ig ling example of the strides APF makes player movements from the past have been cleaned | 

Apo sane up, leaving very fluid play — even on complicated | 


inning game, where CPU backs have been 
s and cutback lanes to prevent 
» into the backs of their blockers 


ae 
- me is not to encompass every feature in every 
ootball game” 


Likewis, 
eom e, although the game will feature a number them from running 
mization features for your team, including GN i 55 


willing to divulge the details yet. 
eru 
isin th matters such as the interaction between the offensive 


taught to see hole: 


and delensive lines. A good example of the game's 


5 GAMEINFORMER 


blending of Al and animations is in your QB's Another area the game can expand on is 
ability to throw the ball while he's getting і the actual on-field deu that za on during 
tackled. The resulting toss will be subject to all : a game, whether that's trash talking between 
kinds of variables to determine how bad of a i players or dialogue between a coach and a 
throw it is, but giving the player the option to : ОВ. The NFL and the Players' Association don't 
follow-through with a throw or tuck the ball allow for specific dialogue to be assigned to 
oe it's released shows a lot of confidence in : players because it doesn't want to put words 
gameplay. in Peyton Manning's mouth, for example. Of 

OUTSIDE THE LINES 55 

ui o HL LILO H you'll see anı i 

As much as the NFL license benefits a j to each other complete ih flip ain 
football game, Visual Concepts is going out of This won't be a constant element of All Pro 
its way to make use of those areas that the NFL_ Football, but it will be a key element of the 
restricts. In tandem with the game's refined і game's overall presentation ~ an area in which 
animation system, injuries will now occur in : Visual Concepts’ work is well regarded. i 
real time. We've seen plays where a guy lands | Willit all work? Can you sell a non-licensed 
funny and gets his head twisted or he lands } football game to a country that is obsessed 
АМИ Фе wrong way producing an injury. ; With the NFL? As confident as the tea 
Previously, the NFL wouldn't allow this because Visual Concepts is, those are the mil E. 
i didt e directly associating violent hits with | dollar questions that nobody can meen 
players getting injured. This includes major night now. "We're not sure idm SIM 
concussions produced after particularly jarring going to take it," admits күү 


blows and being able to throw late hits, Н А Greg, "This, to me, is 
дем, Pais not anoverteton, Baye Shu puy Maden ey ОБА fix They may 
game; but f96tball is a violent sport, andthe best one” mms it’s about playing the 


team is trying to represent this faithfully wit | 
NFL restrictions. ly without E 


Instead of showing boring fly-bys of steel girders in NFL stadiums, All-Pro's digs are stylized to the hilt. Each team (with 
names like the Rhinos, Iron Men, Cobras, etc.) will feature their own theme that comes through in the architecture and 
in events such as touchdown celebrations. The Rhinos’ stadium, for example, has an animatronic Rhino that bursts out 
of the stands. Fans in the crowd will consist of 64 different models complete with 64 different animations. Presentation 
cutscenes will even zoom in on these fan models, Weather will also be a big part of the stadium experience, right down 


to creating more slippery playing conditions. 
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know Forza 2's complete list of cars, but it will consist of over 300 
y more than 50 of the world's top manufactures including Audi, BMW, Lotus, 
= =? But there are plenty that we already know about and can't wait to drive. 
ge dip these babies in pink paint and plaster our face on the side with a word bubble 
love unicorns,” and we'd still drive them. 


Brings 13 sports cars to the table, Highlights include the 911 Turbo, the 1970 Porsche 
987 Porsche 959 
be 15 different models from Ferrari including the 2004 Ferrari F430, which happens to 
ipf developer.Dan Greenawalt's favorite cars. His favorite track? Sebring 
ir favorite ts the Lamborghini Murcielago, but Lemborghini’s Italian division, Maserati 
lio Forza 2 with its 2004 MC12 and the 2006 Gransport 
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There are new types of 
executions, including some 
that use environmental 
objects instead of weapons 


Wii | PLAYSTATION 2 | PSP 


Manhunt 2 


№ ROCKSTAR GAMES 
> STYLE 1-PLAYER ACTION > PUBLISHER м 
> DEVELOPER ROCKSTAR LONDON (PS2, PSP), ROCKSTAR TORONTO 
> RELEASE SUMMER 


SLIPPING INTO DARKNESS 


(wil) 


ive Is more Matter — 
brawn, А meter 


Unlike lames Earl Cash, Daniel 
Lamb is a reluctant killer 


iall objects (this 
capitated head for _ 
WE OAM imbi + ап аш шаш, 
ming one of ie 5 = 
there are new, E E rers оета Д 
this time aro 3 avoided at all costs 
and pens х 
also added eny 
hen you don't 
ry. For example, Wê 


as the ability 
under noises 
were able to $ | 
out alerting the guards 
vith the groans of a man get 1 
s lap dance (the games 


me was brief, ouf 

vere extremely 
juel's relationship with 
x, forcing us to Ю0 

horror and 
г than Cas 

up in shame. While’ 
eak of stoma 

ong entry inā 


Win 


Í 
e... 


lili 


æ = omer ben 
— — „ = EN 
"we «ww — с one 
чө we — = 
"e -— — SES — 
— « — - 
- wee „ —— — ene 
— om 
= — — — — 
Fæ --— 
= | 
СІ - 
LI 
221 — 
[ 
2 k 3 
. © 
= ө a ш иш ЩЩ E 
** - - ww — 
һу " #5 2 — ie |} Ы 
" — 4 Р 
„= æ — * 
oo am * 
-- «s — 
oe = — 


65 


tieBigPlanet 


CK OF FUN 


> PUBLISHER 


“DILEMMA” DOESN'T BEGIN TO DESCRIBE IT. 
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uch as this and keep 


Get It Toge! à 
music for the demo 


xbox. com/masselfert 
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Touch the Dead 


> DEVELOPER > RELEASE A * Р 
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mageddon 


С > PUBLISHER MIDWAY > DEVELOPER MIDWAY > RELEASE MAY 


iper Mario Galaxy 


> DEVELOPER > RELEASE 


ult to picture how is handled by the nunchuk analog stick, 2 = аш 
has Mortal Kombat апа standard punches and kicks are ted PE T C 
tion-sensing controls to the d-pad. A new training mode encour- REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOME ONE 
unately, we can stop ages players to pull off a chain of specials 
vay gave us some without mistakes, and in tum helps to leam 
Wii version of this the new control scheme. The system works 


much for you to handle 


indead are 


^ all alone 


We're 


nous if the game continues to 


th 


1 trying to make every surprisingly well at this point, and it's quite okes get more complex a: els continue 
pond to the remote simple to pick up and play. to your imagination »oniker As it is, the sections we played revealed 
m has decided to only Armageddon's mix and match Fatality some snickers, Touch the Dead has no small amount of challenge, and the 
es for special attacks system is also completely motion-besed. fun gameplay to make up for it simple gameplay seemed like it should be 


ard that sent Mano soaring 
the plumber ride a growing, 
nd on a wispy flower. In one 
а red apple, stomped ona 
worm sprung out of the side providing 


a quality addition to the gr g library of 


Players will push the controllers forward 
adult-onented DS games BEB 


activation of and pull upward to nip off an opponent 
players must hold head or spread the controllers apart to 
during the entire span dismember arms. It's espeaally fun to tv 
rd" it. As you can see е controllers to perform à neck snap. t 
hots, players will direct the Motion controls extend to the extra modes We 
rds for attacks like as well. The Shaolin Monks-style Konquest И this zombie-thon, and ere impressed 
kick or Scorpion's hook mode plays a lot like the main game, with som h 
wn and up will activate and ће cart-based Motor Kombat utilizes that ma 


leases this spring 


played through the first three level 
vely few in number, but a few das played through rst three 
e, including Bullet Bills, d 
ind Wigglers (those angry caterpillar 


ma simple rail 


cluded bouncing limes and ma ale 
ботата ee pire- s, and drawing a half-circle Excite Truck's brand of bit teeing. Mn. she eae " — en “ye p 
oss broke out of a large 88 projectiles like all, Armageddon Wii looks lke it coul As аг арм oe pee 
У Once a special is a good way for the “mature gamer to K ope esa к u e n ia ie 
app о be coming along nicely, essfully, a subtle confirma- off those summer months on Men i " h eh op м ! м к — | 
playable content we'll have to reserve lates from the remote little wholesome console. W и | Sut we led 
s when Nintendo is planning on put ubere everbody has gone 0 
e year could meen anya surprise. Movement is almost totally 
could mean anywhere um prenent is almost aly 
| ing paths that you choose by shooting in 
ne direction or Weapon fire is а 
simple act of touching the screen where 


to aim, and reloading involves 


you'd like 


tylus across from your 
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Finally out of the pipe, 


Petey goes apes— 


the ebb and 


timing you 
th so intent on 
jevo 

id а to boost 

и health before another 4 begins. 
You'll also pick up new 1s you 
go, from shotguns t 

didn't get a chance t 
his month, the game also supports мк 

cooperative play in Case yl those 


vomes | SETTING THE MOOD 


A box can say a lot about а game, and 
the folks behind Touch the Dead wanted 
to make a good first impression. For 
their box cover, Eidos hired on Arthur 
Suydam, most recently popularized for 
his art on the Morvel Zombies comic 
series. We shot some questions to him 
about his box cover for the new game, 
and you can read his responses in this 
month's Unlimited. 


69 


0 
5° previews 
TIME 00:53.93 


DIRT 


> STYLE 
> PUBLISHER > DEVELOPER > RELEASE 


_AY DIRTY 


anx«anv6ta-s 


ge our car since we are Sud 
alrigt rolled within the 
difficulty you are on will 2088 
the damage affects your Be 


the amateur di ty, car da 


e the сагѕ handling, DUE 
g pro, real-world rules apply 
ited to get our hands 00 
n of this game; thankfully 
nd the comer. Bi 


vering a long-lost piece of alien 


n humanity was thrust 
tlight, attracting the attention 
5 from hundreds of planets. 
€ anced their civilization 
eady to take a more 
cene. This is how 
mmander Shepard, the 
nd the only human ever 
elite force of peace- 


morality will play an 
t, though not in a 
en good and evil. Players 
through his actions, 
give rise to diametrical 
ersus “Poison the 
n” Instead, you will decide 
or isn't willing to cross when 


iverse is on the line. Is it accept- 


jure someone with crucial 
friendly solution possible? 
rd being referred to by 
ace" In the same way 


the hero of 24 will bend the rules for the 
good, players may have to use some questionable 
methods of persuasion to get the job don 

Even though interacting with other crea 
comes with the territory, Shepard and his crew 
aren't a bunch of nancy-pants diplomats. The major 
ity of Mass Effect's gameplay will be strategic gun- 
play mixing the combat styles of turn-based RPGs 
(like Knights of the Old Republic) and tactical shoot 
ers (like Full Spectrum Warrior). The battles can be 
fluid if you prefer a more action-oriented approach, 
or you can pause the game, giving you time to 
issue commands and catch your breath. Regardless 
of which method you choose, the array of customiz 
able skills, weapons, and armor should ensure tha 
the formula stays fresh as you explore the hundreds 
of available planets. 

Mass Effect is unquestionably one of the heavy 
hitters in the Xbox 360 lineup, and every new bit 
of information reinforces that fact With the game 
drawing close to release, players will soon find 
themselves in a pivotal role, shaping how humans 
will be perceived by other beings throughout 
the cosmos. 8 I 8 


$ preview 


* 
THE GOOD SHEPARD 


While Commander Shepard may look the same in these screens, 
BioWare continues to emphasize that the character will be customiz- 
able in many ways. In addition to choosing Shepard's gender, you will 
be able to select one of six classes at the outset, ranging from the gun- 
oriented Soldier class to the Adept — a caster that uses abilities similar 
to Force powers. Players can also assign a backstory to the Commander 
that will have ripples later in the game. We still haven't seen much 

in terms of altering Shepard's physical appearance, but in light of the 
impressive depth of the gameplay options, this cosmetic angle will just 
be a nice perk. 


Even though combat is 


real-time, Mass Effect won't 


| have twitgiw gunplay 


“u 


Fina 


| Fantasy Versus XIII 


PUBLISHER 


DEVELOPER > RELEASE 


purpose 


ıihuahua? 


not a 
of socks. 


I would think 


i understand, 
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ld up there, Napoleon. 
I'm more than stylish. 
I'm also crazy versatile. 
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Final Fantasy XIII 
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LIGHTNING, CLOUD, AND SQUALL 


t may seem a little early to 
Start talking about Final Fantasy 
ХИ, especially dlenty 
gamers still have their hands 
with Yiazmat and Zodiark in FF XIL 
dbits have started trickling 


as th е ability 
inhabitants 2 a lower world and motorcycle, which sugg 
theme that may play a large role ou 
Final Fantasy 
fans. The protagonist, a wo 
named Lightning, is believe 


and magic to become an incredibly 
ful warrior. 
g the example set 


gain happen in real-tir 
like the random encounters 


I'm versatile, too. I can 
ar a funny hat or a little 
leather jacket. 
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* Exclusive 
Playable Character: 
New Goblin 


+ Spider-Man 3™ | E. 
The Movie Webisodes N ACTIVISION 


* Interview With 
Spider-Man 3™ 
Movie Producer, 
Avi Arad 


* Collectible Lenticular Card 
With Movie Images 


‘Spider than and ай related characters: TM 6 © 2007 Mare Or 
Movie: © 2007 Columbia Pictures banalen inc All 
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Sacred 2: Fallen Angel 


The ongmal Sacred managed to scare up some buzz 
among фе Diablo hack n slash set in 2004. Now 

* developer Ascaron is hoping to gain even more ground 
with the sequel as й moves to full 3D. Players will choose = 


from sa character types d the winged Seraphim 

shown here. Most of the characters have a light or shadow — \ p^ 

path and thes own 30-hour quest. Friends can team up for 4 al} mis 
r1 2 


two-player co-op on one Xbox 360 or bring it up to four 
over Xbox Live. Those who prefer competition can duke 
$t out in the PVP or PVE arena mode in hopes of nabbing ls 
| [- a prime leaderboard slot. Ascaron is shooting for an ce { Jp A 
M 2006 release and expects to announce a publisher soon. а , ) 1 
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Call of Juarez 


Originally scheduled to ship for PC last fall, Ubisoft delayed the U.S. release of Call of Juarez to its current summer 
| release date. Recently, the publisher announced that the game will also ship in Xbox 360 and DirectX 10 for 
Windows Vista flavors as well. Aside from being entertaining to say ( Juarez’ just rolls off the tongue), Call of 
Juarez also offers entertainment in the form of playing two characters — one hunting the other – on their linked 
path through the Wild West. The FPS action looks like you'd expect, with the exception of the hunted character's 
ip to navigate portions of the environment and the hunter s ability to independently control his two 
pistols at the same time. The suspense-filled story, however, is the game's biggest selling point - and we can't 
speak to that until we have the full version in our hands. 
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PLAYSTATION 3 


‘SingStar 


Even as Sony is pumping their latest SingStar P52 game out to market, (see this month's review on page 860 it's 
already busy hyping the upcoming PS3 version of its popular karaoke game. Tapping into the online capabilities of 
the PS3, aspiring singers will be able to download an array of new songs/videos in addition to the approximately 


30 songs that will ship on the disc. Of course, these songs won't be free, but they should offer a fun way to 
expand the content of the game. Uploads are an equally fun addition, since you'll be able to post your videos 
and (groan) audio clips for the rest of the world to enjoy. The trademarked "SingStore" will be organized so you 


сап explore your favorite genre and albums, and will also allow viewing of preview clips before you buy. Europe 


Will get to start singing as soon as June, but it looks as if U.S. gamers won't be able to take to the stage until 
Sometime this fall. 
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Final Fantasy Tales: Chocobo Tales 
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Full Auto 2 


Ghost Recon Advanced Warfighter 2 


Godfather: Blackhand Edition, The 
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Marvel Trading Card Came 
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= Ghost Recon 
Advanced 
Warfighter 2 


The Ghosts are back, and this time 

stakes are raised higher than 

re. Mexican revolutionar- 

es are amassing on the U.S. border, 

and these gun-toting rebels aren't 

backing down from a clash with the 

U.S. military. Combining its amazing 
gle-player campaign with another 

lar multiplayer offering, Ghost 

on Advanced Warfighter once again 


oos И proves its worth as a tactical shooter. 
ees 
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Prince of Persia: Rival - 
Puzzle Quest: Challenge of 


e Warlords 
STALKER: Shadow of Chemobyl —— 
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Nothing says "stfu noob" like a grip of Mammoth Tanks barreling Titan Quest: Immortal Throne —  — 
through your opponent's base. Well, actually, an lon Cannon blast to the TMNT -..... 
heart of your enemy's infrastructure is a pretty good way to serve up а 
big steaming cup of “stfu” And, now that we think about it, reanimat- t 
ing the husks of fallen Avatar walkers with engineers and using them Wario: Master of Disguise — 
to literally rip apart the enemy's tank brigade gets across the fact that Wing Island... 

your opponent is, in fact, a little "nublet" who needs to "I2p^ All this and 
more awaits you in Command & Conquer 3. 
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80 f INFORMER 


CAME INFORMER @1 


XBOX 360 | Wii | PLAYSTATION 2 | GAMECUBE 


TMNT 


> STYLE 1-PLAYER ACTION/PLATFORM > PUBLISHER UBISOFT 
> DEVELOPER UBISOFT MONTREAL > RELEASE MARCH 20 > ESRB E10« 


NOW WITH 100% LESS COWABUNGA 


® Partner moves an 
as you'll get to see 


Second Opinion 675 


тї 


FON ZEA 


VW NOTORSPORT 


PT sd 


c và CFR 


FUEL YOUR FANTASY. 


MILLER 


edge 


The different versions offer a very 
similar experience. Not surpris- 
ingly, the 360 5 the place to go 
for graphical superiority, not 

to mention 1,000 of the easiest 
Achievement Points around. The 
Wii iteration plays just fine, with 
some very simple back and forth 
motions on the remote to replace 
your normal attack button - but 4 М 
if you really want to look like а 
ninja. | guess that's the way to go. 


LLL Ө XBOX 360." 


nS 


xbox.com/forzamotorsport2 


PLAYSTATION 2 


Medal of Honor: Vanguard 


> PUBLISHER ELECTS 
> DEVELOPER > RELEASE МА 


> ESRB 


CASHING OUT - 


; at all here to 
can't get enough of 
of Nazis and doing 
rel dance. 

ign wouldn't be so bad 
;. Unfortunately, 
appy controls onto 
Непѕеѕ in this 


1 that your амат 
into the ironsights view. 
you're forced to 


hoot 
jut а very static combat 
5 the flow of the game to 


the paang, and 
on prevents Vanguard from build- 


ї works on a basic level in that 
ү and they fall down. Beyond that, 
n t much here to enjoy.— ADAM 


à — 
| GENERATION GA 
Wi 


е PS2 version is mediocre and E Onng, 


| 84 САМЕ INFORMER 


Vanguard doesn’t stack up 

to the twitch play of a PC 

Shooter, but once again 

* delivers a modicum of 

i eon. The usual hit detec- 

bon issue induded, ifs dear 
that а new direction for the 
Senes is needed to make it 

} morethan just à Nazi shoot 
ing gallery. Up next for the 

i franchise? We hear it's an 
account of the 33rd Lane 

i division, who faced some 
ol the direst and nastiest 

t action of WWIl—KATO 


Virtua Tennis 3 ~ 


> PUBLISHER SEGA 
> ESRB £ 
STYLE > RELEASE ESR 
DEVELOPER 


Wa mE EY VV 
np ur 


— 
e 


> Concept: | know tis game 
has lots of dont 
know, but does it have to bets 
anonymous? 

> The cutscene mad 
22 good, and the c 
court animations are smooth 
> Sound: You can always add 


your own grunting i you dont 
like the muzak 


> A tennis game 
д using both analog sticks codd 
gt dear up some gameplay issues 
i Е > Entertainment: Ge be 
nms 3 Is a perfectly service- outrageous minigames get ai 

iis g ded) that Which doesnt bode wel or 

Splash this game 
{ ап just > Replay Value: Moderate 
me | hope it 


Second Opinion & 


If cruising for a parne h fuzzy 
Internetis your thing, then you're 
Want to get the Xbox 360 v 
edition doesn't have online play, If be 
Voyeur is your thing, you can even wat 
friends go love to love via VT TV Add 
The P53's Sixaxis Controls are about as unin 
spiring and worthless as YOU can pet. 


gol 


9 All the minigames are based 
on the real-lif 


е experiences of 
pros like Tim Henman 


meSton 


www.gamestop.com 


GAMES 


www.ebgames.com 


PLAYSTATION 3 


F.E.A.R.: First Encounter 
Assault Recon 


> STYLE | -PLAYER ACTION (UP TO &-PLAYER VIA PLAYSTATION NETWORK) > PUBLISHER SIERRA > DEVELOPER DAY 
| STUDIOS/MONOLITH PRODUCTIONS > RELEASE APRIL 24 > ESRB М 


FEAR NO EVIL 


was very excited to get 
a chance to play FEAR, 
which was one of those 
wildly acdaimed games that 
somehow avoided playing on 
PC and Xbox 360, Although the 
basis of this PS3 port (the ongi- 
nal PC title) is now a couple 
years old, I'm pleased to report 
that FEAR's taut gameplay сап 
still hold its own with the best 
of the genre. 
Since | imagine many of the 
people that play this on PS3, 
like myself, will be approach- 
ing this game for the first time, 
here are the basics: You are a 
special forces soldier tasked 
with tracking down Paxton 
Fettel, a madman who con- 
trols a battalion of genetically 
engineered super-soldiers with 
his mind. Along the way, you'll 
uncover a dark conspiracy 
involving the government, a 
large corporation, and a scary 
little girl that appears to you 
in visions. Of course, there's 
much more to this than meets 
the eye. 
In practice, FEAR. plays 
out as a finely tuned shooter 
that distinguishes itself by the 
copious use of slow-motion 
shooters 4 la Max Payne and 
fairly by-the-numbers scare 
tactics, The good news is that 
this is one of the 
most fun games to 
fun and gun in that 
ve played in ages, 
While the control 
Jead-on, FEAR. 
really comes alive 
se ol its 


some of the best I've ever 
seen. These super-soldiers. 
are extremely canny, and will 
pursue, flank, and take cover 
with ruthless efficiency, All 
this makes for a single-player 
campaign that feels as fluid 
and engaging as a multiplayer 
bout. Thankfully, once you 
master the Al, there are human 
Opponents to be had in the 
solid if not spectacular online 
component. 
However, a few major 
flaws keep this from being a 
genre-busting title on par with 
Half-Life 2 or Halo. For one, 
the level designs are, at times, 
downright horrid. Even though 
almost the entire game takes 
place in staid industrial and 
office buildings, the map lay- 
outs are mind-bogglingly con- 
fusing for no apparent reason. 
You'll oftentimes spend as 
much time wandering around 
lost as you will shooting. Also, 
for all the emphasis placed 
on the scary aspects of this 
game, | didn't really feel that 
the plot or writing was on par 
with the excellently conceived 


gameplay. Despite its anematic f 


pretensions, FEAR succeeds 
largely on good old fashioned 
gunplay, and I'm more than 
okay with that.— MATT 


Xbox 560 or PC versions, fs 4 
пке, dea FPS for PS3 


> Sound: | don’t alten knock а 

game for poor mining, but same 
tating sound effects were way 
too loud. In addition, some ol the 
phone message audio was ne 
ncomprehensble. 


> Playability; Whit (he Samos 


En't the greatest for FPS, thes game 


plays fast and lunous with no 
maor headaches 


> Entertainment: A darn fine 
Shooter that doesn totally Sil 
the promise of its premise N 
piven the PS3 library right now, 
thes is almost mandatory tor 
schon lars 


> Replay Value: Moderately ach : 0 
; visceral, as you can swang your 
1 around for vicious 


Second Opinion 7.75 
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i ile realy fois 1o dewer he 


The Godfather: 
The Don’s Edition 


> STYLE | LATER ACTION/DACING > PUBLISHER ELECTIONS. ARTS > DEVELOPER £A REOWOON SHONE 
> RELEASE MARO 70 > ESRB M 


YET ANOTHER OFFER YOU CAN'T REFUSE 


slong as they keep 
ташла new systems, 
EA is apparently dead 
set making sure that 
its game based on the legend- 


E ary Godfather films makes an 


appearance Гуе played van- 
ous versions of what is largely 
the same game on PlayStahon 
2, Xbox, PSP, Xbox 360, and 
now the PS3. Each time | play 
it, can see that some effort 
has been made to enhance 
the game. This time around, 
there are some new contract 
hits and rival strongholds to 
capture, made easier by a new 
weapons system which utilizes. 
à selection wheel similar to 
that of Ratchet & Clank’s. The 
PS3's Sixaxis controller is used 
to make grapple moves more 


opponents 
smashes with the controller's 
motion sensing. 

While this 5 all fine апа 
good, it still doesn't solve 
the problems | have vath 
the game as a whole, which 
remain largely the same. 


Е Although it's fun to see alter- 


nate perspectives on some of 
the movies! hey events, this 


5 at least partially due to the 
absence of Al Pacino, whose > Concept The Godiser n 
portrayal of Michael Corleone Cee moter warm wat 
was crucial to the success of © зр 
з Жс 
= — wanes. hace оп 259886 De perad sco s 
5 MA "e Ds ter 
тух. we 
fick but that's not what the wat pero weny h 
developers did If you're judg- d eet 
ت‎ > Playability; е nee 
— ols hot — 
isn't particularly Entertainment: 
коена ань 
— с: d 3 м - 
these quickly become: pred and often 
іме and tedious, due in > Replay Value: oes 
рап to the fact that this с low 
doesn't really tee! alive in 
і арф 175 
alot have already 
this game. it's quite 
that many more 
خا را‎ 
falis short al 
being a truly game 


www.gamestop.com je 


Al, which 
simply 


www.ebgames.com 


Grand Theft Auto: 
‘ice City Stories 


USHER K > DEVELOPER ROCKSTAR LEFDS/ROCKSTAR NORTH > RELEASE MARCH 6 > ESRB M 
PORT? 
| the r \ wer 
ty | cally, Vice City could certainly 
like f th 156 cleanup. While the PSP 


ninus almost all vas able to hide some of the glaring 


:r TV screen connected 


reveal a world of 


and blocky charac 


30, this may h 


been the standard, but not anymore. 
jckily, the audio production is still 


yisfying voice work 


1 characte 


test joys of Vice City 


ning to the sur 
f a 19805 beach 


of the original 


Vice j get a kick 
ut of visiting old haunts and 
ng the city, While 
latest entry is definitely a 


tep back for the series, it still 


iost of the hallmark 
action and inap 


behavior that have 


nuch fun in 


50, Vice City 
definitive 

е that it's time for 

1g new.— MILLER 
AMO P, 
کے‎ 
[егт 


BOTTOM 
LINE 7 


> Concept: Return to the ‘BOS 
in thes port of the PSP crime 


mulator 
> Graphics: Poor texture work 
and overall quality makes this 
look worse than GTA should at 
this point 

> Sound: A fantastic soundtrack 
and high-quality voiceovers have 
never been a problem for the 
series, and that's still true 


> Playability: Easy to pick up 


and have fun, but the gun target: 


eds an upgrade 
> Entertainment: 175 nol even 
dose to t franchise 
it's still a fan 


y to indulge in a litte 


make-believe violence 


> Replay Vaiue: Moderate 


Second Opinion 8.25 


I'm immersed in à story 
about the seedier elements 
of the ariminal underworld 
in a time period npe for 
snarky pop cultural satire, 
Fields Ee 
flashes and neon light up the 
night. ifed a ye ome 
home to the greatest game 
from five years ago. Even the 
newly added empire build- 
ing elements ~ where you 
acquire as well as upgrade 
various businesses - are à 
great addition that | want 
to see again. This entry has 
all of СТАЗ trademark writ- 
ing and humor, and thes 
senes still has some of the 
best soundtracks out there. 
Of course, sometimes it's 
hard to соте home СТАЄ 
Achilles heels of constant 


PS2 QUICKIES 


PLAYSTATION 2 


Meet the 
Robinsons 


> STYLE 1 PLAYER ACTION, 


thing, then, that our e 
licensed product have risen so h 
the film's art assets to good, 


PLAYSTATION 2 


Singstar Pop 


> STYLE | TO 8 PLAYER MUSIC 

> PUBLISHER SONY COMPUTER ENTER 

> DEVELOPER SONY COMMUTER ENTE 
LUROPE RELEASE APRIL 3> ESRB TNO 


BOTTOM LINE pei 


рпа! 4 
B 


game delivers chart té 
pers like Snow Patrol, Ashlie Si 
U2, and 5 Doors Down right b 
classic tunes from The Clash, Cyndi 
Lauper, and Whi 
you're probably 
the high note in 
Singstar does û 
have о good bre while you Шу, 
full videos of all the songs running i 
the background and amusing Pay 
options that allow you to (обоа! 
voice or add reverts and Ud 
sconng system 18 a little fy. n 
playing for numbers, you may be im 
ing the paint With a man 
and fun song list than it pred 
this installment gives it cam 
good reason to telese the Te 


PLAYSTATION 2 


Jan of Mana 


TYLE |-PLAYER ACTION > PUBLISHER SQUARE ENIX 
DEVELOPER SQUARE ENIX > RELEASE MAY 22 > ESRB T 


AKE IT LIKE A MANA 


have a lot of fondness and respect for the 
Mana series, It helped define the whole 
action/RPG genre, and there was a time 
when Secret of Mana spent several con- 
utive months in my SNES. | wish | could 

y that Dawn of Mana is a retum to form 

fter years of side-stories and rehashes, but 

an't. It further dilutes the Mana name with 
ads of mediocre combat and barely a trace 

{ the role-playing elements that once made 
t popular. 

The greater focus on action isn't an entirely 
lost cause, since the gameplay manages to 
integrate cool concepts beyond mashing the 
square button. The key is the main character's 
versatile weapon, which can be used as a 
sword, slingshot, or grappling rope. Every area 
is full of logs, rocks, and various exploding 
vegetables that can be tossed at enemies, 
sending them into a panic, Then you kill them. 
It's possible to take them out by just bullying 
through, but the rewards (like more power, 
health, and magic) are much greater if you 
use the environment wisely. 

It may sound promising, but this emphasis 
on scattered junk is where Dawn of Mana hits 
its biggest hurdle. Sending à mixed signal, the 
game says it's important to use objects, but 
makes it difficult and frustrating to do 50, The 


controls are laughably uncooperative. Whether 
you're using the rope to throw objects or just 
bumping them around with your sword, wres 
tling with the physics is far more challenging 
than any foe. 

If you don't stress out too muc h about opti 
mizing your performance (which is useless 
anyway since you lose all your power-ups alter 
each level), the action delivers some casual 
entertainment. That's pretty much all there 
is, though; any remnants of the role-playing 
genre have been wiped away except for the 
story, Sure, you use magic and swords in а 
fantasy world, but the character progression 
and powering up is pretty much non-existent 

Amore refined targeting system and better 
control over the objects could have made 
Dawn of Mana something 5 ecial, but in 
its current state it feels like several promis. 
ing ideas held together by purely functional 
mechanics. It may not be the follow-up that 

fans of the Mana franchise have been hoping 
for, but cool visuals and an interesting story 
elevate it above the level of an everyday mind 
less button masher AOE 


> Concept: Mara goes 10 for 
the first hme, but leaves ts RPG 
luggage behind 

> Graphics: The ervronments 
ate pretty bland, but the charac- 
ters and enernies look great and 
are well deugned 

> Sound: The msc в actualy 
good. | cannot say the same for 
the voice acting 

> Playability: Cluiterey (very 
‘angle button does something 
important, and two different 
boch urn (one for enermes and 
one for objects) add to the 
confusion 

> Entertainment: Koo N 
stuff around can be fun, but the 
action never draws you m 


> Replay Value: oic 


Second Opinion 7 


1 — 

Traveling these 
days...with the lines 
and the crowds and the 
body searches, 


A 


That joke only 
works if you're 
not a duck. 


02006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
EK model shown. 
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Cooking Mama: Cook Off 


РЕА 


QUICKIES 


А e 


Wing Island 


> STYLE | OR 2 PLAYER ACTION > PUBLISHER MAJESCO > DEVELOPER OFFICE CREATE > RELEASE MARCH 29 > STYLE | OR 2 PLAYER ACTION > PUBLISHER HUDSON > DEVELOPER i 
> ESRB [ Е a А > RELEASE MARCH 20 > ESRB £ 


“fou can play against a buddy 
Or the computer, and the 
computer is a Cooking fiend 


(ororinpa: 
Мае Mania 


"ә 
© 


STYLE | OR 2-PLAYER ACTION/PUZZLE > PUBLISHER HUDSON 


EA seems insatent on 


a DEVELOPER HUDSON > RELEASE MARCH 20 > ESRB Е releasing on enhanced 
єз version of The 
Godfather on every new 
OLLS WITH THE BEST bi bob BR fee 
rinpa, H n rate, | don't see the game reaching epic 
ith Kororinpa, Hudsor e raped, Tite 
has answered * جاب لیے‎ ыгы 4 mak 
Nintendo's call to freight es аса еве more 
Roll a marble T 
create games that > Concept: Rola nabe, | eee — KEEP WAITING FOR PILOTWINGS N 
t ] : мека inyone with hands сап play and : a basic design of the game remains рать - OT 
mss. z BOTTOM ictually get pretty good at. Sure, hy ce itio к fully dull The uneventful stretches of an someone explain to me why a bunch of bud Coe fart out a W My 
Баа if you аге playing against INE ve've all seen plenty of marble te lor her purposes driving, repetition in interrogations, and people would need to use planes? They've g meme : 
Pu \ ( YOu сол SO pu uzzle games in the past, and > Sound: Music ranges trom simplity of missions has not improved. freaking wings for anms! Wel, | guess it would 3 1 
the computer and eam > Concept: Use a bund af | | Jp Cee to old west piano, ond The redeveloped skill tree is 4 sep be tough to drop fire retardant, carry around nd 
ү” 1 already implemented Wii tilt but the b [ч , 
" i tems for your kitchen, but you Ward Wi remote gestes : 3l the gassy panda ball will in the nght direchon, sloppy logs, pop balloons, or do any of the other extremely > Graphics: Extremely plan ard 
7 e to make a variety of foods from n Super Monkey Ball; Banana Blitz. destroy your concentration combat and IR targeting $$, pop bi { . y 
1 [ | mr h reape around the globe But the entertaining and challeng: ч N make the game even more paul mundane tasks in Wing Island without an airplane өт dung 
| 10 > Graphic: Ое! nol he. ng level designs, forgiving check- ye perleaty tuned 5 than it wes on the other machines, The їп addition to the missions mentioned above, players „ sound: forgettable muse All 
pi ^ e of fs game, and ihe point system, and deft controls à Wi version holds up graphically, but will drop bombs on rock formations and junked ships, woes soun ih м 
‹ hat m " j roomy visuals are blind put the core game a league above элек o its ailing makes it the worst FIM t c e * Me 2 * me E ` 2 
the { N v 2 чр а am s, and erbte s Cast ду, > г, Singe piar 
‹ > Sound: The lipunese recent Monkey Ball offerings mode keeps things interesting ony yet graph whales ы e н. Очаи т vay эф ше 
T К к rour бох соус work б amusing while Environments range from bus: A тан: you'll fly а single plane and enjoy - lativ y g = 0 aen bad 
| ! Kng the music 6 lorgetuble tling cities to green gardens to M Vale Бони controls. But most of the time you'll steer a fleet of five 
jalh [ ү had use е а toy box motif. Throughout the wi that just doesn't like to cooperate, Players can switch > Entertainment: ‹ 1201 
] > Playability: [he Wi control К е hape to a single file tnatrabon med wath boredom 
m you could try out in your could definitely use some ой course of the game, you'll steer Woods тап a 88 10 orar d à 3 pun x 4 P 
I home. | don't know how T lanks, > ine with each trading olf varying degrees of speed foi > Replay Value: | vn 
T many 4 ople w idh af | М — bets pe dn ogy ай Tour 07 maneuverability > 
il you ane ju * 51 Г ^ 50! g and twisting the 
лому frustr xctually done so, but it would some Inends, bul the intrigue of can unlock up to 20 different Second Opinion 8 > STR To АИА SPORIS Wing Island's method of pointing 715 vang e 
I k have added a unique sense player fades дику marbles, each with their own > PUBLISHER £A SORTS nne Y le И "uà Second Opinion 5.25 
tsal wy { validity to the рате, А > Replay Value: Moderate stats and sound effects (some PHENOM for the kind of twitch н je for high 
d пй t stand! v, the cartoony of which emit from the Wiimote > RELEASE MARCI > бав comdors. For example, | relied more 17 uc pt m 
с graphics don't really make you speaker), Outside of traditional plete bombing runs Ten ol an ly ERN 
but they art hungry or even make you feel ИШДИ marbles, skilled tilters can use А ЖИ а n NS 
u T like you actually made food, balls based on animals, planets, crash rather than а success!ut ta dmi 
! ' y etween missions you have to рг şet your plane me ful he 
ther t nor is the game ndiculou ind sports balls. Between missions you have to pay to get your р ane L1 — А 
repaired, which isn't too big of a deal. Unfortunately pme 
: Noch enough to give you that silly The 45 main stages won't take e ee Fedele on 
| M kind of fun like WarioWare much longer than an afternoon ovs only ДЕА p ema me ime kana aaa ad sen 
\ ^an n e A 2 5: 5! не 
ШАШ tter ar li Any future entry in this serie: to complete, but there are over û This means g drop n | ^ cung g wie ice 
та were lo \ 1 12 tries will pay out exactly zero dollars if you won by mundane Nght 
will probably have to go one of lozen secret stages to unlock and а » plavers 
pinta bod | un the skin of your teeth. Way to dissuade players from P dautan 
way Rl those two way BEN every board has а Mew М spending money on new parts or planes, Hudson! | je to lag hind 1 
As سالا‎ els sey hie As Judge Smads sadi n should add that there's only one save file for the game 
atin уези MOG ME een , Caddyshack. “The world Why does that still happen in this day and age? The ифа! Ll 
"y d осот би that you can't play online or post же dich capers loo: In split-screen multiplayer, one person uses а remote wand 
Vobatic grace your best times to a leaderboard We can't al be Tiger, and while the other hangs on to the nunchuk. You compete — * 
the um vs { stealth \ level editor would have been this game & à case in point Lagging wel to pop the most balloons ~ or pop the balloons trailing еме — | 
2 thai 1 — vol as well. Too bad Nintendo зр беры ir eia behind your competitor. This is as clase as it gets to 
биг бетеги Cul da Кеч Joost have й F dogfighting and it could have been okay if they let you 
т »nl i backseerg, Thus, ifs harder to 8 XE 
Jw Ute when fod а Иш These were even tries the game punted duke it out until someone runs out of balloons. But alas, p 
1 (year and а Һай part to the Pulled together yet к= me by accent. do, hovman Ше every match is limited to only a couple of minutes 
JL E Th» ON ' wr] n all, Kororinpa how е Wii version does away with (ле To be clear, | have no problem NI cen voter fes 
уч eavorming and erves as а quick need for a power change button, and the. games. In fact, | loved both Pilotwings games in thew 
м na uny ‘| м en lose of fun. tt practice swing function is something hat day But Wing Island went down a dark path зоте 
Mes ber — lust needs some shoud be in al Tiger games. But untar where in development and somehow killed any poten 
ın cent game - bul ^ 
the muton мел n Nore beef to keep wund for ipn Heh DSR ES nal for fun along the way BRYAN 
are to d the exper Players coming Сей remis thee best фойе on 
ence Han enhance JOR B The descriptions aren | Dack — BRYAN vd 


always completely helpful 


M The explosions are 
you'll want a rocket 
with you at all times 


m 
anche 


> Concept: Keep the Meicans 
at bay and out of the United 
States (the militants, not the 
immigrants) 


> Graphics: South of the border 
has never looked better - Беке. 


after, and during the explosive. 
firefights 


GAME INFORMER > Sound: Amazing battefield 


Ghost Recon Advanced Warf 


E) > PUBLISHER > DEVELOPER 


ighter 2 


sound effects are tempered by 
the cheesy '80s action flick score. 
> Playability: The controls 
feel slightly less impressive after 
playing its more-polshed cousin, 


ARIS > RELEASE MAR Ranbow Sa Vegas 


18 > ESRB 


THE GHOSTS MAKE A BORDER RUN 


> Entertainment: Come for the 
solid single-player, stay for the 
amazing multiplayer 


> Replay Value: High 


ers many 
t plentiful 
m feeling like a step 
Enemies 
when a 
t rath of my 
и would think 
der. But 
e cover locations 
allen comrades. The 
operable, feels clunky now 

SV offering. Maybe its 
grenade system in GRAW 
s other Clancy titles. It's not 
ut my entire squad as 
windowsill or cover point 
2 by the intended target. It's also a 
out of your рптагу weapon just to 


Second Opinion 9 


have fallen behind the excel- 
great multiplayer and 
layer storyline still make this game 
taking —BERTZ 


B Your medic can 

save your less 

skilled squadmates | 
| 


| 


оо = 


XBOX 360 


Earth Defense Force 2017 


| » STYLE | OR 2-PLAYER ACTION > PUBLISHER D3 > DEVELOPER SANO(OT > RELEASE MARCH 20> ESRB: 
— =) 7 


arit slowly dawned on Hank that 
‘should have fired the nuclear 
ce at the bugs, not the city 


THEY CAME FROM SPACE 


lien invaders have descended upon 

Earth, and it's up to you, a faceless 

soldier in the Earth Defense Force, 

to give these unfriendly trespassers 
a proper rocket-to-the-face welcome. Part 
War of the Worlds, part Godzilla, and part 
Theml, Earth Defense Force 2017 latches 
on to the monstrously farfetched camp of 
1950s science-fiction cinema, and embraces 
the role of a B-grade cult classic with its 
exciting alien-splattering action, astonishing 
city-leveling destruction, and hilarious ear- 
piercing screams, 

Outside of “kill them all,” the game really 
doesn't offer up much of a narrative — which 
is probably a good thing, as | would hate to 
see a writer attempt to describe how 20- 
story cyborg dinosaurs, sentient robots, giant 
acid-spewing ants, and jumping spiders 
are all part of the same invasion force. The 
miscellany of aliens is certainly odd, but you 
would be surprised how well they mesh 
together on the field of war. As a giant lizard 
knocks down skyscrapers with the reckless 
abandon of a kid kicking a can, swarms of 

ants scurry through the city streets, saucers 

hover in the sky, and spiders bounce from 
rooftop to rooftop. 

Much like the Serious Sam titles, the only 

goal that players are tasked with is to blow 
y all of the ene- 
5 in each level 
ure, the game tries 
to change things up 
with “protect the 
niper team" objec- 
lives, but really, 

the levels just boil 
lown to running 
round and killing 
rything that so 
much as twitches. 
DF offers the most 
sic gameplay 


av 


possible. You can run, shoot, jump, and dive 
roll — all of which are handled exceptionally 
well. On certain levels you'll also have the 
chance to pilot a tank, helicopter, mech, 

and hoverbike — all of these are handled as 
poorly as possible. 

There isn't much to it, but you really 
won't believe how much fun this silly action 
game can be. While embodying the highest 
level of cheese possible in its premise, the 
visuals are anything but low-budget. Errant 
missile blasts will send buildings crumbling 
to the ground. When a robot goes down, 
you are in for a real treat when you see the 
explosion that follows. You also can't help 
but hold your breath when a saucer the 
size of a football field plummets toward a 
bustling city. 

No online functionality is included, but two 
players can tackle the entire game through 
split-screen co-op. The game also boasts 
longevity in an array of difficulty settings. As 
the game gets harder, over 150 weapons 
become available. 

Earth Defense Force may not have the 
serious tones of today's triple-A juggemauts, 
but its quality gameplay and refreshing 

premise shows that a B-game can be every 
bit as entertaining —1 
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I've found inspiration 
in the way you move. 


It's a compliment, bro. 
See, I've tried to mimic 


©2006 American Honda Motor Со. Inc. 
SC model shown. 


в The GOI Mills Капе again in 
the campaign.. or so А thinks -$ 


Command & Conquer 3: Tiberium Wars 


> PUBLISHER > DEVELOPER EALA > RELEASE > ESRB 
SAME 
gle-player ca are enormously 
esigne ; literally dozens of 
ге у ons. The offline 
g his may beat out 
f Ygle-player RTS ever, and 
nal ts own 
Yt support, 
mc It's clear that 
be “the 3” in RTS and 
fund 80 ‹ > certainly 
€ great community to form, should gamers 
ation: otably queuing up. 
t le ! 


t do much 


1 shining 
zu can still be 


> Concept: Tite the Storied 
АС franchise to the etie 


graphically, anyway 


> Graphics: In a word o 
ximout 
> Sound: Ah, Michael Ironside, 

ter in movies than үү 


Beyond that sandig 


> Playability: just because this 
® commg out on 360 doesny 
mean the PC interface has to 


be archaic 


> Entertainment: This as ye 


to 


Dats as any title [ve ever 
= almost too much so 


> Replay Value: Moderately 


High 


Second Opinion 


Titan Quest: 
mmortal Throne 


STYLE | PLAYER ACTION/RPG (UP ТО 6-PLAYER VIA INTERNET OR L 
DEVELOPER IRON LORE STUDIOS > RELEASE MARCH 5 > ESRB Т 


AN > PUBLISHER ЇН) 


GOD OF LOOT 


his really is one of those reviews that writes 
itself, We should all be aware by now that 
Titan Quest is an excellent game that does 
Diablo II's legacy justice. Similarly, everyone 
vould know at this point whether or not their brain 
as that itch that only leveling up and collecting loot 
can scratch. With those two things in mind, only 
one issue remains: is Immortal Throne a reasonably 
competent expansion that adds enough replay to 
Titan Quest to justify its $30 price tag? The answer. 
unsurprisingly, is emphatically positive. 

The biggest addition is the new Dream mastery 
Specializing in this fighting style provides a unique 
flavor to your character with its hybrid of melee 
and spellcasting. Dream-based characters even get 
access to a Nightmare pet for further domination, 
I's a cool way to build your hero, and worth starting 
over from level one to expenence. 

lf your existing avatar is just too awesome to give 
up on, though, the additional content in Immortal 

Throne is interesting enough to load up that old 
save file, Why wouldn't you want to travel to Hades 
for the glory of the gods, see new and exotic mon 
sters, and kill them for their undoubtedly supenor 
drops? A convenient Caravan to store your goods 
and transfer them between characters is à welcome 
xddition, and powerful Artifact recipes that have you 


ombine specific ingredients to create new, more 
\wesome loot are just icing on the cake. 

Immortal Throne's not going to change the way 
you look at action/RPGs, but it breathes some new 
lite into one of last year's better games. For my 


ADAM 


Yoney, that's an expansion | can support 


" 


BOTTOM 
UNE 


> Concept: Ding ding! Here 
tomes the loot tran! 

> Graphics: With the settings 
ranked Titan Quest s à dame 
ne ou game 

> Sound: There are sul odd. 
technical sues here and there, 
but the sound stil doesnt make 
a dilference one way oF the other 
> Playability: You cho on sut 
and it dies. No rough edges get 
in the way of this elegant dessen 
> Entertainment: lhe best 
action RPG in yas gets an 
expansion, What more can you 
ask for? 


> Replay Value: Moderately 


High 
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trt tts 


UNINSPIRED 


have no patience for knockoff 

gomes that can't even get basc 

Concepts night Nove l'm not 

someone who hates on every 
thing that isn't а сезбе masterpiece, 
but if а game doesn't even attempt 
to advance the art or even iterate on 
a previous design, you can bet that it 
doesn't get any kind of break for get 
ung the Ме things wrong, Sivertall 
may allow me to hit thangs over the 
head and take their goods, but you 
need more than that to keep my 
attention these days. 

With a genre as well-trodden as 
hack n slash lootgathenng, it takes 
one of two things to make people 
care about а game: outstanding 
execution of familiar concepts or 
interesting innovation. Silvertall has 
neither, and consequently is а tthe 
doomed before it even ships. The 
click-fest gameplay doesn’t add 
anything to the Diablo model, and 


а This level would be vo 
muxh cooler if there were 
evil cam to fireball 


the dunce progression as Мелс” 
to Titan Quest's. The only mangnally 
interesting thing about Sdvertal o the 
party mechans, and even that 50 
poorly implemented that £s laugh 
able compared even to Омбо У 
mercenanes ( after э hew patches to 
that venerable game, away) 

Süvertall ss most notable for its 
failures in the most simple of areas. 
The (Л 6 temble on à number of 
levels, from the hanely-veuible health 
bar to the non-cemappable ley bind: 
ings The localization & tary bad, 
the opbons menu & bare, and the 
object occlusion when they're in front 
of the camera ® bugper than d has. 
any tight to be. The font used in the 
majonty of the game es hard to read 
ond атаабл, for crying out loud! It's 
sad when the best thing you can say 
for а game is that ifs not broken, but 
that’s about as positive as | cn be 
about esto — ADAM 


> Concept s oem 
* De 1 erv! 
1 аі mac Ag 
, 
r 
aai on mes nh 
«чөң акани mes Fn 
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> Seed —Aù̊ ım 
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> Payabliüy w eg 
» S Sn cnt rtr 
> Entertaiment o от 
eee ta che 
дан nd a ror le 


> Replay Маме Sm = 
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Lost In Blue 2 
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nu 


TEVELOPIR í) шили 


PUBLIE 


ин 


ТИ 


MATT 


jot 
BOTTOM 
LINI 7 
PUBLISHER 
[ИТ] 


NINTENDO 08 


Final Fantasy Fables: 
Chocobo Tales 


> ТҮЙ | PLAYER ACTION/ADVENTURE (UP TO 4-PLAVER VIA WIRELESS, 2-PLAVER VIA NINTENDO Will) » PUBLISHER 


ENIX > DEVELOPER НАМО > RELEASE APRIL Y.» ESRD I 
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CHOCOBUTT 


n all fairy tales are as Tight 

and fluffy as they may 

appear. In the non-Disney 

version of Cinderella, the 
evil stepsisters mutilate their own 
foot 50 theyll fi in à glass slipper, At 
the end of The Little Mermaid, he 
mermaid dies and the prince mar 
fes another woman, Unlike these 
fables, Chocobo Tales is general 
aimed at à young crowd, bul wih 
battling moments that drastically 
overtep thow bounds, 

This game strives for a charm. 
similar to last year's Rocket Slime 
The charactere are quirky, the writ 
ing Ib occasionally funny, and you'll 
woe familiar fairy tales retold with 
final Fantasy characters in the lead 
ing roles (Tha Tortoise and the 
Hare" becomes "The Adamatole 
and the Cactuar’), Even with 
whimsy coming out the малоо, 
Chocobo Tales iwi fun thanks (o à 
tangled web of frustrating com „р 

the meat of the pameplay 
consists ol two connected compo 
Tunis: minigames and card battles, 
M you want to win card battles, 
you need to play Minigames, I you 
Want to unlock more Minigames, 
you naad to win card Wattles, Tho 
only problem is that in order to 
pet the best Cards, you need to 
Het gold medals in the minigames 

Many ot which require Super 
human spoed, patience, and/or 
luck, You can stil progress up to 
a poimi without them, bul even 
tually you'll need to backtrack 
10 yet a better deck, Alter а low 
hours, this drain all exe hament 
from the pame. My feaction to 
every activity eventually became 


Uhi. What hall baked diversion 


i 


пп, 
ПОИ 3 8) 


do | need to suffer through now?" 

Card battles break the monotony 
by injecting some strategy, but they 
аге a pretty pitiful reward for all the 
effort it takes to get good cards 
vn etigh the visual style is 
pretty cool, the unskippable anima 
tions for each turn make the fights 
drag оп too long, Even If you beat 
yout Гош (who is probably standing, 
in your path), the big payoff is gain 
ing access to a handful of new and 
stupid minigames, which you can 
also access in multiplayer. I you 
have any tun playing in that mode, 
W's solely due to the fact that you 
are playing with buddies im not 
ЯИМ the game any credit for your 
ability to make trends 

The plot and the in-game 
storybooks are a bit too insipid 
to have the all-ages appeal of 
Rocket Slima, and the various 
tasks often require the sure hand 
of û seasoned pamar, Chocobo 
Talas hovers In the gray ara 
between the casual gamers and 
Pinal Fantasy fans, bul js o boring 
and slow that it can't appeal to 
wither, As (ог ma, 1 definitely ШИЛ 
Chocobos when they are ШИП 
ridden into war, not when they 
ae forced to climb beanstalke and 
play edhythm games — JOE 


ШТ 


"ди 


A Card battler, and mir 
barrage all n ono 


> Graphies An interesting 
CombINatiON of 20 Cutouts and 
M) model 

LLL I's дом vag iy hy 
ash Final Fantaw Mida ply 
ing under such pointless task 
> Playability! The чү, 
eee works well, a 
prism few minia 

Totale contro proble 

> Entertainment: Сосо 
may be adorable, bul hwy Tm 
apparently very horny 


> Replay Values Modorati 
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Vino Fanta one han dn, 
tapped by the Saturday 
Hoenn cartoon laser amid 
e egen an ng 
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he creation of Jar Jar Mina 
Murs тү inn farcry sat 
Vere such o violent ael 
Chocobo fakes may hum Die 
Jy of Fal Fantasy fam 
Vh ts dose molodes aid 
Vari laces, Wut M disi 
Tory mines, sowie 

ШЇ ЛҮШҮ 
ЕТТТ 
Mash care Her all way. 
ШАЛ ЛИЛ ИЛ 
Cities will collecting am 
cor ea preven, bt 
you usually are jul te Hie 
lanl il (oor ee 
ШАЛАШ 
ШП ЛҮҮ ear Uem 

^y quatur hop adware ena 
ТТТ 
haa по Moo M, amid he 
ahakar White an a 
vam i vou even be 
condoned ool апо) 
he villagers n a tradition 
nal Fantaey game Chori 
Joly characters ma hia 
golden sheer Ho them, lul 
as hes ити holy Hie 
Maten, по eserylhing їчї | 
An Ue Final Fanta nme 
i polil MUNE 
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Cake Mania 


* ТУА HPLATER ACHBCOHN/PUZZUE = PUBLISHER MAICO 
= DEVELOPER DIGITAL LMIIYO # RELEASE MANCH 27 > ESAN | 


| WHO SKIMPED ON THE FROSTING? 


andior Games! Cake 


Mania will have bean out 


> Concept sho he PE game 
yp Mo à portable ve 


on PE dor almost a year 

by the time you mad 
(his, but Digital Cribryo’s port to 
(He E falls in line with the new э Graphis: You seri the or 
йите n oni Wehen (Wh afe 
(Инн shi layered on top 
Gears oh War NS i rit 


vand to bing casual web games 
to Nintendo's portable, Plus, 
Majesco now has a sibling for the 
Cooking Mama séries, 

One differance from Cooking 
Mama 18 the presence of a sti, 
нї a very thin one, Plucky 
Heroine MES out to reopen her 


ê OMA Loy the o oF ven 
ШОШ 


ҮЛҮЛ 
nione contis vore well i 
We [75 


» i end 
wandparents’ bakery after a big pr operon туч) A 


W iur Puta lik 
in Vet may lum all som 


Conyplornverate forced hem out 
yf Meli lanse, Sò now she | P Replay Value Hier Low 
baing out ol her house (and 


eventually atthe beach, in a 


casino, and at a circus) in an 
ША save up the cash Cae Mania is more ofi 
fte won't be particula eerie v 
handon with the cakes, You Wn. . 
imply uel û customer's order, E 
choose one of four cake shape Do you untae 
Nait or Il 1O baka, walk I over иш ok many! Can you 
to tha four-color Hoster, wall Juin a hoe ln at 
take ib to the decoration table, ‘One Md Il you ҮҮ 
Wall, deliver I To one of tha fout ката 
customer wally i fine, and hy 
И ШШ 
ПЛ movements and actions Бр р л 
ШЕШШ Handled by tapping | ^ 
tha errean, Up te four CUMONT Ma n" [T] 
1» can be wating ara ime and Mo a cae Med 
inou harder types hau he ion, hw. 
eke ratas at which their M Mn une V 
patianca deteriorates, kiling vou 


ih flow. 

lhad а pood tine ирга 
DH my equipment and 
Voopig a dozen thing 
Mir at once. There 
e satisfy about 
koaping all of those jerky 
lotions happy, hut atten 
while Wa los, Okay, W 


Whe to make another 100 


hon” Again and again and 
wail t 


ihe Mania is just û 
ШҮ 


forth 
DIVAN 


ull Auto 2 


STYLE LAPT AEG (UR T е V 
Abr)» PUNIRI 14 
Wenne 
Nhe 


е PSP vereor of hdd 
Aut 2 8 dient enough 


Tori ils P3 omen tay 
жатан! callum a lokal 
flavor pame The түй is prany 
much identical > re Миу e 
OY iet ile gummi dawn your 
opponents. The aaien at Par oon 
Acher all nee ҮҮ story (nach 
i MR), aid ҮТ Уа ПИ aee be able 
AM rout һа ism ka ge rif detur 
tan on iha ide of our un e an vell 
йм the hack ane hont upping he ammi 
hou peur out in front of you. ҮҮТ 
M Alén been anormal, charge that | 
Mine ya a feu a poo eng for ue ge 
eee We physics amd ҮҮ 
e cars is fe ee, ani I really 
e ппу voe e gamer ae à wol 
Serre aed hoe e arid a rom 
Ves окига ate great а оа. 
Vit Vv алехи ruch better pacer 


onthe a, MILL. 
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Konami Classics 
Series: Arcade Hits 


OOTY | PUNTI ACTOR UO PURI 
чи бн) и РАНИ eon 
DEVELOPER e, 
ТИ 


Rm 
Mine ol а eae cool 
7.76 ТИИТ 
yi / re и) de в 
ТТ kun e 
e wn e Fuere ате Ua му! E ona, 
vat ue, өнө бе ү ue | үка) 
shy v Mo plory at e ҮТ) 
ares, Ми Tak & Fuel, vert d hun 
ж Lernen]. Fon sue some wt 
be ttr mtn abu б st et 
Circus Chat, Wok n Hope Bushiri Aldi, 
Tir Pilot, vu Ar илт Fu, arid а le ime 
Viene, Lue fg sony Ua Фе Moran vti 
Mustang, Vnd, ard dietus he wac gue, oe 
vell a glas cl clad arto are a nem 
adden Vo dh сии Ранни, | wit 
decori Uh vo өнө омо dan 
lares ob the oid gem — MIN 
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THE ULTIMATE COLLECTION 


t punt doesn't hel right to ply aptain Ае! 
mmn Cher ey het as black a ah Dat | ih 
this super solcher battor desit Hi ve pal Nolo 
US Agent lower, Thankdfulhy e lifter 
ent cards fee i nin your deek, thers ane plenty of war 
to put sieve kogre on iex 
M you are new to dhis card garra, having over 
cared lo choose from might sem a bat overh 
Ah а handle fiet designes hlionals walk you 
though the ins amd oui of ihe garne, you hun el feed 
like 4 erred veteran by the timer you play fat 
(match HE really does а nice job of hold your Һа aul 
highlighting what opona are available to n 
gre ie Jo complens, aral dps heavily 
player's ability ho assemble effective chek тане, 
how you approsdh your game plan, Ue poal of iha 
pune is ample select a Tero or villain, amd uba ҮҮ" 
Mech of cards to defeat the opposing Mres 


vho ane Forint thee gamma 


upan boss of cards in their ри ШТ 
ler tiine getting into us game. the 
love and the display just doesn't do 1 
of g e the cards en the tbla we t 
put an aatra effort ino keeping an eye on whut cand 
ato in play, and also exhibit weal patiens fer your 
opponent (CPU or human to propres through ples 
Purchasing booster par ЛҮҮ 
ee (which supports ad Nee, infrastnae hne, агы) 
PAP Mo PE e e en leads with bourru and 
plons piloro 
M nuliptaner ar your bag Ihe garne alo offers sepa 
rate sue player stories, for beth he villana and Pares 
With unge ee artas dst boih he cards aed story 
зернем, A pane has a nioe bow ¥9 just a 
hame ihat ihe sor ate fall dur 
There's a tor of contani hera, and even mor 
prepa Yer be hai. The ned cad game vun V 
play, but collecting all LOO came will cost your o small 
ЛТ This ena bar a Har nde off 1 уо wat t get 
оки about (hie gare Aud 
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Make no mistake - this game 
в downright frustrating at 
times. While it may look 

the an actonypletormes, 
Master of Disguise б ES 
wesshted towards the explo- 
ration and puα. 


Tons makes fer some 
mirigung solutions, even d 
Ks à ba da to get the DS 
10 swatch to the comect form. 
Яй, despite my reservations, 
1 kept coming back fot more, 
and found e wrapped 
up in navigating ths we 
obtuse levels. Bonus points 
for a very humorous script, 
uch kept me in stitches 
351 бому unlocked the 
game's secrets. I s aol for 
everyone, but | have a fect. 
ing ths wil become a ай 
‘Gass ior some hardcore 
Nintendo tars —MATT 


Call of Duty: 
Roads to Victory 


> STYLE R > PUBLISHER ACTIV 
Ri NT» RELEASE MAS > ESRB 


N > DEVELOPER AMAZ 


HONORABLE DISCHARGE 


predict- 


t part, with 


as you moving 
o turret taking out 


hrapnel 
ce off with 
ly in your 
capture 
flag, and 
hill modes, but 
y online play. This 
спісе to make, 


BOTTOM 
LINE 6 


> Concept: M wound a 
decorated wer veteran by mak- 
ing him serve on the PSP 


> Sound: Vie ve heard pretter 
gun fire in our days 
> Playability: FPS controls, as 

"ve come to expect on the 
PSP. suck 
> Entertainment: Uniess you're 
‘Starving for a mission, skip this. 
poor excuse for a WMI shooter 


> Replay Value: Moderate 


After Burner: 
Black Falcon 


> STYLE }-PLAYER ACTION (UP TO 4-PLAYER VIA AD HOC) > PUBLISHER 
SEGA > DEVELOPER PLANET MOON > RELEASE MARCH 20 > ESRB T 


DANGER ZONE 


fter Bumer was a big deal 
back in the day, but it's ui 7 
Gear it has already used 
up most of its gas. Black Voce oe terat 
Icon dings to its roots, but strug- үтер heures 
gles to keep up with the times. humor 
This game is basically a rail 


B > Graphics: А litle bland, but 
shooter that fakes the sensation at least the locales show some 
of 3D space by letting you move interesting detais 


nominally around the screen. YOU > sound: The game would hang 
know, kind of like how Top Gun up occasionally while switching 


is ostensibly about some hot-shot songs, but fs not as o as 
the bad music itself 


fighter jocks, and pretends that 
Tom Cruise is. Well, you know 
what Im getting at. Anyway, as 
much as the gameplay structure 
puts you in a box, After Bumer 
works pretty well within it. There 
are over 20 missions to grind 
through, and the action itself can 
get pretty hairy at times as both 
air and ground targets get thrown 
your way (while remaining pretty 
smooth). The enemy lock-ons 
that come up from behind (you 
evade them by hitting the brakes 
until they pass) can be particularly 
devastating if you're not care- 

ful. As well as the game hits its 
core action, its repetitive nature 
becomes quickly apparent. Online 
co-op is nice, but the competitive 
component is less deathmatch 
with dogfights as it is a game 

of tag. 

So, unless landing on an aircraft 
camer and being saluted with the 
"Mission Accomplished" banner is 
all you're looking for, you're going 
to have to search elsewhere for a 
deeper experience. —KATO 


=m | Meteos: Disney Magic 


PUBLISHER Q 


Puzzle Quest: 
Challenge of the 
Warlords 


> STYLE LATER PUZALEQ PLATE VA RO ROC) 
> PUBLISHER 27,1753 > DEVELOPER 
INNTE INTERACTIVE) VIOOUS CYCLE FSF 
INFINITE INTERACTNEZ IST NE O6) 

> RELEASE MARCH 20 > ESRB EO 


DOT: 


MORE BLOCKS, LESS FUN 


‘ma huge fan of the original Meteos. The cartridge 
has never strayed far from my DS (or nowadays 

my DS Lite) since | bought the thing. What I hadn't 
realized in the last year and a half is that a substan- 


(ЇЇ You could call this a svat- 


/puzzle/RPG. You take tial portion of my enjoyment of the game stems from 
8.25 tires machiog up es the outstanding soundtrack that lends itself so well to 
of three or more orbs. each level. Meteos: Disney Magic sports nearly identical 
Each colored orb is worth mana, which gameplay as its predecessor, but the music is so unir- 
yor need to cast dierent spa These red and bland that even the notable improvements 
amakoepeienc gold andsmdkobs T, prove 
owe museo: to the bread and butter block-dearing can't make up 
vas Fen ihe nal EE forit x z to these uninspired 
ing your equipment, companions, and This version of Meteos has you holding the DS de. 42 
captured cites. If fm making this all sound ways like а book, which is a very natural way to play an er — А 
a little complicated, don't wony, bers the game given the dimensions of the touch screen. absolute sense 
because itis. But that's part of this game's This change, and the added ability to slide blocks hon- 
charm, and Puzzie Quest does a nice job zontally as well as vertically, make the gameplay even 
of slowly introducing you to ай these df. better than ће onginal's silky-smooth action. Disney | 
ferent elements. The Al seems insanely Magic also features varied rulesets among its many > Replay Value: Moderate | 
5 boards, and a bunch of unlockebles and bonus content | 
55 to give you a reason to keep playing, All of this is great, 
here to keep puzzle fans busy for a and on paper you'd think that this spin-off trumps the 
Jong time —BEN original in every way. Sadly, that is not the case. | 


In the first game, the music consisted of brillant ong 
nal compositons that fit the tone of each level perfectly, 
with stings and пі that played dynamically according 
to the action onscreen: Here, you get the sense that the 
Disney machine has ground any creativity into a thin 


Second Opinion ZS 


Honeycomb Beat 


> STYLE | PLAYER ACTION paste between its corporate gears, leaving only bland 
a homogenous pap deemed suitably inoffensive for 
Pesan rama А youthful consumption, In short, it sucks and makes me 


not want to play the game. If this were an MMORPG 

evo 03 Га just alt-tab and fire up iTunes, but Meteos' design 
LEVEL Р А demands an integrated soundscape. Lacking tunes that 

LÀ + 1 enjoy listening to, Disney Magic joins Highlander 2 

& and the 1992 Minnesota Twins as sequels that ought 

oe x to be benched in favor of the original —ADAM 

sane coun SSS 

x 19 


rounding shapes flip as well. | use to 
love playing a game similar to this on my 
Pe back wren ера рю Met 
surprisingly, this 

MEER le e 
years lates. In Evolution mode, you dear. 
rows from a scrolling honeycomb by tum- 
ing them the same color, and in Puzzle 
mode you have a set number of tums 
to make ali the hexagons on a set board 
the same color. | liked puzzle mode the 
D. vp poc 
nothing else to thes game 1 guess you 
get what you pay for, but even at 520 
it would have been nice to. see à wo- 

mode.—BEN 


player 


We experienced a crackdown once- It all started one crazy week. 
end when our girlfriend said "trust me, rub this on it and it wont 
taste so bitter" We woke up 14 hours later in 2 South American 
jungle wearing a stewardess uniform and some ceremonial 
wedding beads. Is a crackdown the same as a breakdown? 


Shortly after that we broke up with her. We didn't like the fact 
that she kept beating us when while we played Wii Play, and 
she didn't like the fact that all our farts smell like cheese And 
by beating us at Wii we mean that she would smash the Wii 

remote across the side of our face every time we were about 


itis probably for the best that we broke up. It was an abusive 
relationship. She once lost a game of Diddy Kong Racing and 
took out her frustration by breaking her chair across our knees 
and then throwing feces at us. Come to think of it, she smelled 
a little bit like Diddy. Except her breath, which always smelled 
like bananas, That wes what we liked about her. Wait_were we 


dating a monkey? 
4 THE LEGEND OF ZELDA: TWILIGHT PRINCESS (Wii) 


Maybe we were too hard on that girl. After all, she was really 
good at sign language and following simple instructions. Like 
that time we were playing Zelda and told her to stop chewing 
on our She really listened to us. And we learned a lot 
from Zelda, like, how to find the true beauty locked inside 
hideous people, and how to put up with them otherwise. 


Baby, we're sorry about that time we almost sold your mother 
to that carie. She looks better after the laser hair surgery 
Come back to us. We'll even play you а sweet soft love song 
оп Guitar Hero Il. Something like "Tonight I'm Gonna Rock You 
Tonight" by Spinal Tap. Then we can lay in each other's arms. 
We'll say we love each other, and you can promise not to set 
us on fire again. 
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Command & Conquer 3: Tiberium Wars Ф 


We Ask The Designers Our Most Burning Questions 


Answered By: Gavin Simon, Al Engineer 


Mod World 


NETHACK 
http://www.nethack.org 


send your codes 


ипе, Сот for û 


and win а prize! 


What's your recommended build order for 
ach of the three playable factions, and Uke a Christmas tree. 
what makes your suggested approach more 
ndun As the Sain the Wormhole power aval 
trom the Signal Transmitter is one of the most 
potentially deadly in the game. All you need } The Warriors 
is visibility into your opponent's base, easy Il doesn't get а whole lot more historic Start up à Armies Of The Night the These code ork 
with a sacrificial Buzzer or two. than NetHack, the modern descendant of | Г паре О % , 
Gather a bunch of Annihilator Tripods in your Rogue, the ASCII-based dungeon crawler Я  Shurmish/ Multiplayer gar 
" са base and put them in aggressive stance, This that was spawned on UNIX-based university SSX Blur ie este ad res 
structure to ensure continuous production from in Command & Conquer 3 is to hold static will guarantee they make full use of all three mainframes back in 1985. The game has 99 Credits - Up, Up, Down, Down, Left Right 
that structure. This is the general basis for the defenses in your build queue and place them ої their lasers to take down your grown and evolved over the years, and rom the main menu, go into options and gum: 
bel order ме when necessary. Knowing this, try keeping а ‘opponent's base as quickly as possible, Warp. is still supported by a dedicated group of ven cheats to enter these case sensitive Without pausing enter the following cheats Con folie ^ - 
programmers who lurk in the shadows of the | odes dunng gameplay , "y те it / Structure 
Delete Selected Unit L«DELETE 


defensive structure on the ready at all times - these into an undefended spot and watch the 


If the map has several tech structures such specifically, queue up the type that will be the carage begin. If you throw in an Assimilator 
most useful based on your opponent's current or two (the Scrin counterpart to the Engineer), 


Internet, Knockoffs like the Mystery Dungeon 
series or Izuna the Unemployed Ninja are Unlock All Clothes ~ ClothShop. 100% Completion in Story Mode ~ L. 
Select, LI Down, L. Right Increase Mass/Energy Capacity by 
: Kill Selected Unit ~ CTRL + 


as Tiberium Spikes that you are interested 
їп- or important garrisonable structures such IY (to counter against infantry, vehicles, or you can use them to either recover any fallen kiddie pools compared to the shark-infested All Characters Unlocked - NoHolds 
as ones by key choke-points - you should get aircraft Н you ever run out of money, such аз Tripods immediately or capture the closest (but totally awesome) waters of NetHack Yeti Costume = WildFur Complete Current Mission = Down, L : 
a Barracks (or equivalent) out as quickly as between Harvester loads, simply cancel your enemy structure, уои do the fatter, having a Turn by turn, you descend into the dungeon X, Select, R, Lelt Pasta fd e 
possible. Here's the build order: . powertul defense Get Brass Knuckles -C Of. зака A AM pd 
= your other production doesn't stall x 1 , | Get Knife - Down, Down, Select, Up, Up, L Spawn Menu - А! 
Power Plant, Barracks, Refinery, Refinery, War and the window in which you don't have а 7 н Get Machete = L, X , R 02), Select, R Teleport Selected Unit - ALI +1 
defense ready is negligible. | . 7 Gel Unions bis Bat L LO, UD О Togyle Damage Making All Units in the 
Select * Game Invulnerable - ALT +N 


Toggle On/Off Opponent А! - ALI: A 


For general placement, unless there is a Unlimited Health = Uj 
" ы = Up, A R, Select, X, L 
If you want to skip infantry for now, and get . _ - ZR | Ж Unlimited Rage ~ Г1 О, A, Select, X, Lett 
— ana et prone ete та e alone — = | Bee Unlock АП Dealers ~ Right, RO, X, 
rr ; 1 ЕЖ: waer 
* worst thing that can happen is for defenses to م‎ LEM و‎ Unlock Hand Cuffs Keys = Left, X(x2), R, 
Р a Capcom Puzzle World Down 
Upgrade Flash Capacity ~ L. X RLLO 


be placed in a location where they will never 
Refinery, Power Plant, Refinery, War Factory, even be able to fire their weapons. Anti-air 
Refinery, Power Plant, Refinery, War Factory dienen a iils Gia rpm fy 

affected and the aircraft they will 
This build order works for any faction, with re pnt sperren | 
(cag gl orania side. Therefore these defenses are best placed 
feos Pow at Wan езана 


What's your favorite sneaky tactic (ог each — ultimate armored 

кытыы ——— — 

F re bids Comi md dat ek ing — 1 Ча m to be and force your enemy to come Akuma = Highlight Hsien-Ko, press down, 
be used in combination with Sniper Teams to you by shelling them with the Juggernauts es TS i 


Anita = Highlight Donovan, Hold J & К 


Contending with hunger, encumbrance, and In Super Buster Bros, at the Select Game 
deadly traps can be more engrossing and " ht Tour Моде Upgrade Stamina ~ X, L, Down, Û 
difficult than fending off the monsters that 
inhabit the depths, Nearly everything can be 
done in NetHack, provided you can find the 
command to do it - for example, there is à 
whole set of rules governing the inscription of 
the word "Elbereth" (see Tolkien's writings for 
its meaning) as a protective ward 

NetHack is not for the faint of heart. You'll 


dry Since you can (итий conduct (which are cloaked) to bombard targets from 
a Surveyor vehicle (or equivalent) for base 2 т 
opponent off guard. Il you see an opening and ке 
2 eee ee Dan = Highlight Donovan, press down, press 
use the Sharpshooter reinforcement power to iw opti mb ir Li O P | 
drop three veteran Sniper Teams near your erus ا‎ a M i | Devilot = Highlight Morgan, press ¢ 


| Msien-Ko's Talisman/Sister's Spirit = 
Highlight Hsien-Ko, Hold L & R, press ^ 
Morrigan in Bat Form — g 


Aotmyan, Hold L & R press ^ Йй 
— 


aircraft. 


, peppy ny mera 
after your fist target is down and keep them еа mid-game combo. With their long 
stealthed in a corner for a bit before bringing pln ys re tare 


uoryonpo.ud оар 3 Why -Шйвап aures в ЕЩ саса S g ИШ 


die - repeatedly, You'll read guides on the 
‘Net, post on message boards, pore over wiki 
entries, and keep dying, The joke is that you" 


Collins College 


110 South Priest rive 


the title either We changed our minds pretty 


ae à your opponent brings and then reverse-move character is erased from your PC as soon ? etes ana one 
while the Stormriders. th a; there's no such eah, well, we weren . 1 
As the Brotherhood of Nod, the Flame Tank is away the tear up the helpless hat fateful turn is complete ther ae 7 1 quickly once we took a run at a few holes in Sierra Online's entertaining take on the iconic lemge rona 0528 
4 А я units left behind. thing as a checkpoint in NetHack. You"! | T he old Wes or the in reaches ol 
one of the deadliest units in the game against have to suck it up, learn (гот the experien“: American pastime. With crazy levels set in ییا‎ ea — е 800-431860 
ce you gel а handle o , плечу are always entertaining, and the si перу 4 
and try again, Once you get a handle on outer space, the environme here Incidentally, it you're of an age that you're just ashing (ww AIT Scollege edu 


for a great party game atmospi 
that cule gil out for the first tme, you 
powering up your 360 to show her this = v 


What's the best way to use static defenses in structures. Unfortu it problems 
à way that will be worth the time and effort ааа а ра For the rest of the ОВА on how to become а 
of setting them up? short range. Luckily, Nod has the Cloaking master CEC player, check out this month's 
One of the unique aspects of base building Не power, which can help negate all of these online Unlimited section 


ı may want to spring tor the real mint goli date over 


the game, though, this little ASCII dungeo" 
‘our call, bul we speak irom experience here 


simulation can be one of the deepest riche 
experiences around 
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K BA THE FALL SERIES 


у lands, it was the 
ller that had to step up and find 


r holocaust ed as a straightforward turm- 


When the vault yc Players were free to wander 
ne must ver til combat began, when a regimented 
for the first time in iction point system would dictate how 


far someone could move in a turn, and 
them California what attacks or other actions they could 
any direction take. Bearing everything from crowbars 


| said, 
vhat? 
ngt 


кей away. 
h as we respected Steve Jackson 
ind the GURPS system, we just 
t going to compromise the integrity 
yt we wanted to create with Fallout" 
of the first game, it 
ong before talk of a second title 
ı to surface. To hear Brian Fargo tell it, 
» challenging time at Interplay, "It was 
i| rough start on that one - and very 
trating for me” Fargo tells us, "Fallout 2 
very painful to get going" By Fargo's 
ount, the second project began with 
n, Boyarsky, and Anderson beginning 
rk on ideas other than Fallout, such that 
me of the rank and file members of the 
па! team were 
hrust into the role 
{ starting à sequel, 
^ few months later, 
Fargo details that 
the onginal design: 
ers returned, only to 
scrap most of the 
work the rest of the 
team had started 
on. And only a few 
nonths after that, 
those key develop: 


the success 


Fallout had multiple endings, each of which 
the license: reflected a different play style and approach to 
why we the moral conundrums of the game 


rejected by the Vault he had saved in the 
first game, the hero traveled north, there to 


begin his own settlement. Generations later, 


when a drought threatens that quiet village, 
itis the vault dweller's own descendant 
who is sent out to find a solution. With the 
now antiquated instruments and apparel of 
his ancestor, the player sets out as this new 
hero to find a solution — only to become 
embroiled in a larger conflict involving the 
now sinister remnants of the United States 
government. This second game maintained 
most of the themes of post-apocalyptic 
survival and dark humor that the first title 
had introduced. While it shared many of the 


Combat was turn-based and extremely chal- 


ging, with enemies that ranged from for fans, the most 
raiders to giant super mutants 


yess. Fallout Tactics, 
developed by а new 
studio called Micro 
Forté, focused on à 
much more strategic 
approach to the 
franchise. Fallout 
Brotherhood of Steel, 
an acton-onented 
approach to the post 
nuclear universe, saw 
а console release 
in 2004. However, 


exciting news for the 
franchise 6 «till on 
its way. In mid-2004, Bethesda, creators 
of the renowned Elder Scrolls franchise, 
announced it had acquired the nights to cre 
ate new Fallout games from the financially 
troubled Interplay. Details on the game 
remain under wraps other than hints that 
the game will utilize an approach similar to 
Bethesda's The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion. 
We interviewed Todd Howard, executive 
producer at Bethesda on Fallout 3, and 
asked him his thoughts about the onginal 
games. "Fallout was the kind of game we 
love = you make a character you want, 
and then go do whatever you want. And 
it rewarded you for doing so, Want to start 
shooting everyone 


and play the game 
that way? Go for 

it,” Howard tells us 
“Add to that one of 
Ihe most unique 
gameworlds ever con 
ceived — the perfect 
mix of геіто-' 505 sch 
ence-fiction optimism 
and the harsh after 
math of a nuclear war, 
and you get à game 
like no other” 


GREATEST GAME OF ALL TIME 


THE ELDER SCROLLS Ill: 

MORROWIND 

> FORMAT iic» 

> PUBLISHER HI THISDA 
The greatest game of all ime i Eder srol 
UE for Xbox Thes game looked dumb when | 
ew бе cover, but when | started to read the 
Deck ol the game it looker! sweet. Thin wr. 
the first RPG | had ever played, Before that | 


did not hrupa what an RPG was You can do 
yug in ths game = you do not have 
any weapons, - 


you steal some 


graphs foc the Xbox and PC ~ the water 
effects are great. 

Thus в а good game wih a good story 
You live your dum Me You change with every 
Action you do Tha game sounds Ше Fable 
bul 5 way better with à bangan ресе Fable 
wos a beg disapprantiment. Одет Scrolls IU 
wars pine of the year ard Fable was not U 
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ete their quest, and ind ehammers to sniper rifles and ment figures told has won much nespec from RPG fam. Thn 
nber of nd ques. f istols, combat rolled forward о they would umber ef credas ote thelr party who would ота мее thee нама i ihe former head game has everything, has en monster, 
d. "We wanted to thr visceral descriptions of different e leaving to start independently act to help out in a fight ; r holocaust had lived for years of the company that ombres, varies, and huge creatures It 
0 crolling into the lower window and eir own company, first began the Fallout ako hans tunnels, caves, huge waters, huge. 
Hehe зогу death animations. Backing oika, at which franchise, we asked lands - there & everything in tha geme Isa 
д jj mooth combat interface was a nt creative control reverted to the team same art assets and gameplay, it included Brian Fargo about his thoughts on Bethesda Aun game to play # you tke APCS Tha game 
Ene v racter cre ation and upgrade system at had first begun work on the sequel even more complicated moral dilemmas, and their handling of the new game. "There б what made me a gamer. I has lands that 
" ^ pecially designed for Fallout = SF ECIAL, 1 their part, the founders of Troika have dealing with prostitution, drug use, and are not that many companies that could take longer than 4 week to travel to. You wil 
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Universal Role-Playing 
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open world environ: 
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just perfect, it had a 


о “What happened was e S0 great ending = it was 
lins Bri SF cs that we started giving thing e the perfect storm of 
: ^ him things to look at, 12 all those things, and 
| eis bg: including the famous e à 7 there was really noth 
Yotogy in an # 
н бутана di opening sequence À ing else like it at the 
lay, wt SIMA CAL Vu with the Ink Spots and 07 - 


hooting the guy, which 
we just thought was a 
wonderful moment? For 


) lime peri 


1 of the first 


er being 


The main character of the second game 
years aller descendant of the original hero, and like his ances- 
begins his mission to save his isolated home 


The SPECIAL character system was flexible and ( IE Was sor 


well balanced, even i! some of the skills seemed 
to have more value and importance than others 


thing unique” ӨШ a 


THIS MONTH 


Мау ol 1998 saw the гејева of Panzer 
Dragoon Saga to the Satan, often haded as 
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ever grace a Sega elem (sorry, Shenmue 
биг). The huge fout-de game detalecd 
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PILOTWINGS 


> STYLE |-PLAYER SIMULATION > PUBLISHER NINTENDO > DEVELOPER NINTENDO > RELEASE 1991 


ave you ever dreamed of flying? Do you 
dare to take the first steps to earn your 
license? So begins this dassic flight simula- 
Y tor that many received packed in with their 
1. SNES so many years ago. Pilotwings is probably best 
known for its liberal use of Mode 7 scaling and rotat- ® 
ing. The game isn't true 3D so all the scenery is painted to the ground, but there is a 
certain charm to this. Like all older games that tried to simulate 3D, the controls take 
. some getting use to, but Pilotwings manages to pull them off better than a lot of those 
` others did, and you get the hang of it in no time. That doesn't mean the game gets 
easy. In earning your wings you'll get to pilot planes, gliders, jetpacks, and parachute 
out of the sky. Landing is always the hardest part, and oddly enough nailing the land- 
ing is what keeps you coming back. There are only 8 lessons and 2 bonus missions, 
but retrying the challenges to get better scores is what gives this game some legs. Even 
after all these years, maybe your dream of flying can come true. 


KING'S QUEST VI: HEIR TODAY 
GONE TOMORROW 


> STYLE 1-PLAYER ADVENTURE > PUBLISHER SIERRA > DEVELOPER SIERRA > RELEASE 1992 


f you ever hear people say how they miss the glory days of RETRO 
adventure gaming, King's Quest VI is precisely the kind of RATING 
title they're pining for. Before Warcraft and The Sims, King's 15 


Quest was one of the biggest franchises on the PC. Telling the 
tale of a young Prince stranded on a cluster of fantastic islands, 
this entry exemplifies everything that was great about adventure 
gaming. Unlike some recent adventure games, KQ VI doesn't resort to obtuse inventory 
puzzles; there is a logical way around everything barring your Progression, assuming you 
can obtain the right items. Throw iceberg lettuce into the boiling pond, use a red scarf 
to agitate the minotaur, and paint a magical door on the blank castle wall. Intuitive and 
perfectly paced, this was the final KQ to use the “move, look, take, and talk" interface 
that was rampant in the early ‘90s. Thankfully, Vivendi recently released a compilation of 
the first seven King's Quest titles that runs on Windows XP, so now is a great time to go 
back and revisit this classic. 
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TECMO SUPER BOWL 


> STYLE | OR 2-PLAYER SPORTS > PUBLISHER TECMO > DEVELOPER TECMO > RELEASE 1991 


hile the original Tecmo Bowl may be remembered as RETRO 
the first great console football title, its successor, Tecmo RATING 
Super Bowl, is the franchise's crown jewel. TSB was the 2 NOW 
first football game to incorporate every NFL team, offer „$ 74 35 

a full season of gameplay, allow in-game substitutions, and record Seno ® 


a full season's worth of statistics. Do these features sound familiar 

to you Madden fans? The game brings you back to a golden era of the NFL, when the 
Patriots and Colts still sucked and players had Mad Libs names like Louis Lipps, Babe 
Laufenberg, and Ickey Woods. Taking your favorite team through a season is still a blast, 
even if it essentially boils down to padding stats against the inferior Al. Watching play 
ers bounce off bruising running backs like Christian “The Nigerian Nightmare” Okoye 
and stapling quarterbacks to the turf still hasn't gotten old, even though the gameplay 
is much more simplistic than current football games, Playing against other humans is 
even better, which is why so many competitive emulation leagues can be found online 
This is the kind of game destined for a rebirth on Xbox Live Arcade or the PlayStation 
Network. Come on Tecmo, what are you waiting for? 
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Disenchanted Madden fans and ESPN NFL 2К5 faithful will want to check out our full 
interview with Visual Concepts president Greg Thomas, where he dishes the knowledge 
about 2K Sports' newest football title and more. 
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Start Your Engines 


Forza Motorsport 2 game director 
Dan Greenawalt filled us in with 
the latest ir n Mircosoft's highly 
anticipated racer. Read the full inter 
view online. 
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Game Informer Online travels the world to cover the | WWW.GAMEINFORMER.COM 
circuit of gamers' days. Learn all about new game 
announcements from publishers like Sony, EA, Capcom, | 
and Sony Online Entertainment. Billy and Nick also head | 
to Japan to cover a special event hosted by Square Enix | 
that promises a big reveal. Our fingers are crossed for a 


new Final Fantasy. 
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Dell recommends Windows 
Vista" Home Premium. 


Video game stars aren't all about action - they're also about style. Character 
designers make sure that our protagonists are wielding the coolest weapons 


and wearing the hottest duds. Unfortunately, one key accessory is often left à 
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